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PREFACE. 


Taz following Life of the Rev. William Romaine 
was undertaken at the requeſt of his neareſt rela- 
tives, It was promiſed to-the public under the firſt 
impreſſions made by his death, and under an idea 
that ſuch documents might have been colle&ted 
from his own papers as would haye furniſhed ſome 
of the beſt materials for his Biographers. But no- 
thing of this ſort was found, excepting one memo- 
randum upon his attaining the age of ſeventy years, 
which is given in the courſe of this work, though it 
does not appear to have been deſigned for publica- 
tion, Great as is the loſs of the ſurvivors, it is 
much to the honour of the deceaſed, that, though 
he had the pen of a ready writer, he employed it 
not upon himſelf, but upon his God and Saviour, 
Upon whoſe word, and upon whoſe falvation, he 
hath written largely with his own hand, and left 
conſiderable remains behind him, | 


Diſappointed in my expeCtations of gleaning me- 


moirs of his life from his own manuſcripts, and hav- 


ing time to reflect upon an undertaking, in the exe- 
cution 
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IV PREFACE. 


cution of which I was not likely to ſatisfy myſelf or 
others, I would fain have reſigned the taſk to thoſe 
who were much better qualified for it than myſelf, 
as well by their ſuperior abilities, as by their longer 
acquaintance with Mr. Romaine. But being preſfed 
to it as to the performance of a promiſe, I could 
not reſiſt the ſohetation. I have therefore done the 


| beſt I could — ſought information from various 


quarters, and got it from others without ſeeking, for 
which I am thankful. FT have given a detail of facts 
——a hiſtory, not a panegyrie. * Let Mr. Romaine be 
conſidered as having been a min of like paſſions 
with others, liable to miſtakes, and compaſſed with 
infirmity. But let God be glorified in him through 
Jefus Chriſt, and his end in living, and mine in 
writing his life, will be fully anſwered, 


THE 


THE LIFE, 
OF THE 


Rev WILLIAM ROMAINE, Se. | 


Tis Rev. William Romaine was born on the 
twenty-fifth day of September, 1714. "The place 
_ of his birth was Hartlepool, a town'in the county of 
Durham, ſituated on a ſmall promontory ſtretching 
- mto the German ocean. It is now a neat filbing 
town, with a very good pier and harbour, as well 
as 2 place of reſort for the purpoſe of bathing. Ir 
has riſen from obſcurity to eminence in that part 
_ of England, through the bounty of the neighbour- 
| _ ing nobility and gentry, whoſe cuſtom it has been to 
* accept by turns the office of Mayor, and to ſub- 
ſcribe upon that occaſion one hundred pounds to- 
wards the improvements of the town, and particularly 
for ſupporting and repairing the pier. The father [ 
of the Rev. Mr. Romaine was among the French - 1 | | 
Proteſtants. who took refuge in England upon the F 
revocation of the edict of Nantes : he ſettled in this - 
place as a merchant, and became a member of the 
corporation, which is a very ancient one. He was 
B a Gealer 


C24 
a dealer in corn, and a man fearing God and hating 
/ Covetouſneſs, of which he gave a remarkable proof 
| in the year 1741. This country was then at war 
] with Spain, and," whether from this circumſtance, or 
from ſcarcity, there was a conſiderable advance in 
; the price of wheat, from ſix to fifteen ſhillings per 
| bol, the buſhel of that: country, containing about 
two of the Wincheſter meaſure, Upon this occa- 
ſion the people roſe, and came in great numbers, a 
formidable mob, to "Hartlepool. Mr. Romaine 
went out to meet them, aſked them their wants, and 
was anſwered that they wanted corn cheaper. . He' 
put an immediate and an effeCtual ſtop to theſe riot- 
ous proceedings, firſt by promiſing to ſell all the corn 
that he had at five ſhillings a buſhel, and then by 
performing his promiſe; for he ſold to all that came, 
while the other merchants reſuſed to ſell any. 
Such traders, however ſingular, as he was, are. 
no loſers themſelves in the end, and great friends to 
the public in the mean time; what is more, they 
are ranked among the friends of God; for, T, bere 
1s that ſcattereth aud yet increaſeth, and there is that 
__ wvithboldeth more than is meet, but it tendeth to poverty, 
The liberal foul ſhall be made fat, and he that watereth 
| ſhall be watered alſo himſelf. He that withboldeth 
corn, the people ſhall curſe him, but bleſſmg ſhall be upon 
the head of him that ſelleth it. Prov, Xl, 24, 
f 26, 26. 

This ſcripture v was ftrictly verified in Mr. Ro- 
maine of Hartlepocl; for the bleſſing of God and 
HC of 
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of the poor reſted upon him. He brought up a fa- 
mily of two fons and three daughters, who were 
all comfortably and reſpe&ably ſettled in this world, 
and taught both by the precept and example of their 
parents to look for permanent ſettlements, or man- 
fions, in the world to come. Their father was a 
man of God, and conſequently of ſtrict morals; a 
| ſteady member of the church of England, a conſtant 
attender upon her ſervices, and ſo exact an obſerver 
of the ſabbath-day, that he never ſuffered any of his 
family to go out upon it, except to church, and. 
ſpent the remainder of it with them in reading the 
ſcriptures, and other devout exerciſes, at home. In 
this manner he lived to the age of eighty-five, and 
to the year of our Lord 1757 *. 

The ſurviving widow and one unmarried daughter 
continued in the buſineſs at Hartlepool, much re- 
ſpected and beloved, being noted for their attention 
not only to the bodily wants, but to' the ſpiritual 
concerns of their fellow-creatures; for it was their 
cuſtom to read and explain the ſcriptures to their 
neighbours, which by ſome was called preaching ; 
| but was probably no more than domeſtic inſtruc- 
tion, to which they admitted all who wiſhed to 
partake of it, with a view to the mutual comfort 
and edification one of another ; and ſuch are de- . 
ſervedly ranked among thoſe women who labour with 


 ® Por this account of the birth and parentage of the Rev. 
Mr. Romaine, we are indebted to Mr, Callender of Newcaſtle, 
who married one of his ſiſters. 
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«s in the goſpel, and whoſe names are in the book of life. 
Phil. iv. 3. ; 6 218k | 

The Rev. William Romaine was the ſecond *® fon 
of theſe beheving parents. Viewed perhaps with 
the eye of faith, and ſeen to be @ proper child: 
that is, as the original word aoTz:05 fignifies, poſ- 
ſeſſed of a certain grace called urbanity, and, in its 
facred uſe, defcribing one of a fair aſpe&t to God 
and his people, which indicates a formation for 
uſefulneſs in the city of the great King. His 
early diſcoveries of great talents, and an equal de- 
fire to improve them, induced his parents to fend 
him to the grammar ſchool at Houghton le Spring, 
in the county of Durham, founded by the cele- 


| © His elder and only brother was ſettled as a Grocer in Lon- 
don, and died ſuddenly at the George Inn at Buckden, in the 
thirtieth year of his age. 


+ I call his parents believers by his own authority, finding 
the following expreflions in a letter to a friend, dated July 3oth, 
1784. « We bepe next Monday to fet out for the north, In all 
probability for the laſt time, I have three fifters alive, all in years 
as well as myſelf, and we are to have a family meeting, to take our 
leave. final as to this life, It has brought a great folemnity upon my 
ſpirits; and would be too much for ny feelings, had 1 nat all the 
reaſon in the avorld to believe that our next meeting ill be in glory. 
Mr. Whitfield uſed often to put me in mind, how ſingularly favoured 
Tavas. He had none of his family converted; and my father and 
mother and three fifters were like thoſe bleed people, And Jeſus 
loved Martha, and her fiſter, and Lazarus; and, as they loved Him 
again, ſo do we.” 


brated 


3, 

brated reftor of that pariſh, Bernard Gilpin *. A 
ſchool which flouriſhed much in the time of its 
founder ; nor did it loſe its credit after his deceaſe, as a 
&« ſeminary of ſound learning and religious knowledge, 
from which many have gone to our univerſities, and 
proved great ornaments to the church and nation.” 
Among theſe ſurely may be reckoned that eminent 
perſon who is the ſubjett of theſe memoirs : he was 
ſeven "years. at” Houghton ſchool, and, having ac- 
quired all the learning which that inſtitution afford- 
ed, was ſent to Oxford in the year 1730 or 1731. He 
was firſt entered -at Hertford College, and thence 
removed to Chriſt Church. His tutor (as I think 
he has been heard to ſay) was the Rev. Mr. Fifield 
Allen, who was afterwards chaplain to biſhop Gib- 
ſon, archdeacon of Middleſex, ſubdean of the cha- 
pel royal, a prebendary of St. Paul's, and+ editor 
of the three EleQtras uſed in Weſtminſter ſchool, 
His proficiency under his tutor, whoever he was, 
may be inferred' from. his early appearance as an 
author, and that not of the common ſort, but as 
one who had read much before he wrote anything ; 
who had particularly ſtudied the ſcriptures in their 
original tongues, as an eſſential preparative for that 
holy fun&tion to which he was deſtined, and in 
which he afterwards excelled ſo much to the edifying 
of the church. 


* See an account of this ſchool in the life of Bernard Gilpin, 
in the ſecond yolume of the Rev. Mr, Middleton's Biography. 
P+ 205, &Ce 
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' As a proof of his employment in theſe ſeats of 
literature, and of the eſtimation in which he was 
held by his ſuperiors in them, we have a remarkable 
anecdote brought forward in the excellent ſermon 
upon his death preached and publiſhed by his late cu- 
rate and preſent ſucceſſor in the church of Blackfriars, 
Dreſs was never his foible, his mind was ſuperior to 


ſuch borrowed ornaments ; and, immerſed in nobler pur- 
ſuits of literature, before conſecrated to a ſtill more ex+ 


alted purpeſe, he paid but little attention to outward 
decorations. Being obſerved to paſs by rather negli- 
gently attired, a viſitor inquired of his friend, a maſter 
of one of the colleges, Who is that flovenly perſon with 
bis flockings down ? The maſter replied, That flovenly 
perſen, as you call him, is one of the greateſt geniuſes 
of the age, and is likely to be one of the greateſt men in 
the kingdom*. 

He reſided principally at Oxford till he took his 
degree of Maſter of Arts, which he did on the fif- 
teenth day of October 1737, having been ordained 
a deacon at Hereford a year before by the then biſhop 
of that ſee, Dr. Henry Egerton ; whether by a nomi- 
nation to a cure in his dioceſe, or by letters dimiſlory - 
from ſome other biſhop, is not certain. His firſt en- 
oacement, after he was in orders, was the curacy of Loe 
Trenchard, near Lidford in Devonſhire. He went 
there upon a viſit with one of his cotemporaries at 
Oxford, whoſe father lived at Lidford; and upon 


= See Mr, Goode's cacrad ſermon and the authorities there 
referred to. 


k the 


RY 2 
the expreſs condition that (his friend would find him 
employment in the way of his profeſſion. 'This' em- 
ployment was: accordingly found for -him in the 
church aforementioned, which ? he ſerved for fix 
months, moſt. probably, of the year in which he took 
his: maſter's degree. In the year following he was 
reſident at Epſom in Surrey, 'as' appears by a letter 
dated from that 'place ORober' 4th, 19738, and 
written to Mr. Warburton upon the publication of 
his: firſt volume of -the Divine:Legation of Moſes ; 
of which letter ſome notice ſhall'be preſently taken. 
And-'on the fifteenth day of December in the' ſame 
year he was ordained a prieſt by the then biſhop of 
Wincheſter, Dr. Benjamin Hoadly. His title for or- 
ders was.moſt probably a nomination to the church 
of Banſtead, which he ſerved for ſome years toge- 
ther with, that of Horton in Middleſex; being curate 
to: Mr. Edwards, who had both thoſe livings. © At 
Banſtead he- became acquainted with Sir Daniel 
Lambert, who had- a. country houſe in that pariſh, 
an- alderman : of-+the' city 'vf London, and eleted 
lord mayor inthe 'year' 1741, Mr. Romaine was 
appointed his-chaplain,::and ſo:had a door of utter- 
ance _ opened. to... bim in: the cathedral church : of 
St.. Paul; where he delivered. the ſecond ſermon 
that he ptinted on the: 14th and 15th verſes.of the 
ſecond ;chapter of the Epiſtle "to the Romans; in 
which is to. be found a critical and a chriſtian illuſtra- 
tioni of that. difficult paſſage.  Though'we do not 
Giicover | in this: ſermon the ſame-fertile experience, 
471 B 4 ule, 
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application of the truth; as are-to be found 
ter writings; yet we, diſcover the ſame 


uſe, a1 
10. bis 


truth, fir by which he was then made free from 


the errors of | the day, and. ' in the knowledge and 
enjoyment of which he lived and died. We diſcos 
ver. in, it the reaſoning of & logical head, the writing 
of a claſſical pen, . the religion of a. believing heart; 
and the ;preaching of a ſound divine. The pomr 
evidently purſued in it is \redemption from ſiniby | 
the/blood of Jeſus, |as/it was reyealed from God'ta 
Adam, and' through him to: the -patriarchs ; to Mo: 
{&s and the: prophets, and through them- to the T{-- 
raclites ; /and as it\was' conveyed / to the / gentiles; 
before the. preaching of the goſpel among themy' by 
tradition ; which s:the only probable cauſe of their 
ſacrifices, or appealing the Deity by the ſhedding 
of. blood, - 4 cuſtoin ſo unnatural (in itſelf, and: yet 
ſq univerſally prevalent among them. - In ſhort, the 
obje&t.of this diſcourſe is to:prove- that a creature, 
whether upright or fallen;. was: never'made to teach 
himſelf, but tg learn from his \Maker,; and to hold 
foxth-to men the only. religion - -which 1s ſuired to 
their:fallen condition «not. as, the: religion of nature; 
bur 4s the religion of grace; notiasa human device, 
but as/a divine revelation. Ahd/ ler the-author of it 
bei conſidered as. having attained only-to'the age: of 
wwenty-ſeveh yearss” and he | may be thought to-have 
diſcoytred iti-it a] maturity of judgment, a profi- 
ciency'of reading, rwediration, and dottrine, to which 
ſewn fo; carly/a period « A life: have attained, - Sn 


.C 1 

The: truth is, he was a believer—poſkgſſed of 
that 'unftigned faith which dwelt in his father and his 
mother before him, and we are perſuaded that it was in 
him alſo. "And" that from a child he had known the 
feriptures,' having' ſtudied them with that proper fa. 
eulty;-by which : alone they -are able to make us wiſt 
unto- ſalvation, viz. faith which 15. in wt Jeſus, 
gFims 3/44. Is - 

The ſermon” which he kind: prior'to that Juft 
ile was one preached before the univerſity 'of 
QAxford, March 4th, '17 39, entitled, 'The: Devin 
Legation of Moſes demonſtrated,. from his havihg made 
expreſs mention of: and injijied fo much on the Dattrine of 
Future State: whereby Mr. Warburton's Attempt ta 
prove the Divine Legation of Moſes from the Omiſfion of a 
Future State is PIs to be abſurd and dGer ative f 
all Revelation. ' 

' This: was followed above two years afivs by 4 
ſecond ſermon upon the ſame ſubject, and from the 
ſame text, entitled, Future Rewards and Puniſhments 
proved"to be the Santtions of the Moſaic Diſpenſation. 
This ſermon was preached at St. Mary's, in Oxford, 
in the end of the'year 1741, and Aman in the _— 
gining of the next year. | | 

\ Whoever wiſhes to know more gf this contro- 
port between Mr. Romaine and Mr. Warburton, 
may get ſome infarmation from the ſecond volume 
of the: hiſtory. of. the works of.the learned for Aus 
guſt 1739, where are to be found, Mr. Romaine's 
rginal letter:to Mr, Warburton, and a ſecond to 
DI $ the 
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the editor of the General Evening Poſt, occaſioned 
by the publication of the firſt, with- Mr. Warbur- 
ton's remarks in this paper. TIOw" x 
There is nothing in them. as to the-main queſtion 
then in agitation, but what is to- be found in the 
ſermons upon the ſame ſubje&, of which they ap- 
pear to be ſketches. One of them was written in 
the ſpirit of irony and ſarcaſm, to a perſon who 
knew the uſe of thoſe weapons .much better than 


Mr. Romaine, and who needed them more-in aid 


of his ſtrange paradoxes than his opponent did in 


| ſupport of ſound dodrine. In this ſhould ap- 


pear, as a good judge hath informed us, zncorrupt- 
neſs, gravity, fincerity, ſound ſpeech that cannot «be 
condenmed ; that be who is of a contrary part. may be 


aſhamed, having no evil thing to ſay of you. Titi, 


7, 8. Theſe are weapons with which they who are 
valiant for the truth may always contend lawfully. 
Nor 1s the want of them to be complained of in Mr. 
Romaine's ſermons.-upon this controverſy, Mr. 
Warburton's complaints againſt him were, that he 
profeſſed admiration for a work and its author, 
which he did not mean, and put into. the mouths of 
others, in a private letter, what he'afterwards pub- 
liſhed as his own arguments againſt the plan-of the 
divine legation, The whole account was inſerted 


1n the periodical hiſtory of letterg, before mentioned 


at the requeſt of Mr. Warburton, by his friend Mr. 
Birch, who was afterwards Dr. Birch, and librarian 
of the Britiſh Muſeum ; and who has been pleaſed 
RF tg 


( mn ) 
to enrich this famous repoſitory with the manu- 
ſcript letters which occaſioned the inſertion of it. 
Neither the printed account nor the manuſcript let- 
ters will repay the trouble of reading them, The 
one is the'repreſentation of enemies, to whom Mr. 
Romaine laid himſelf open; the others are the 
moſt / ſcurrilous effuſions of malevolence, abuſive 
language, and opprobious names, in the flowing 
ſtyle of Mr. Warburton. Both- parties are” dead, 
and their diſputes ' forgotten. Nor could it anſwer 
any good purpoſe to revive them; - unleſs this 
tranſient recolle&tion of a period, in' the life of an 
eminent man, may operate as a caution' to young 
men to be' ſober-minded, to ſtudy  godlineſs and a 
holy 'life, and to leave the arts of controverſy, till 
thee wif or the warmth of youth have been corrected 
by the wiſdom and temper of age. ew 

Mr. Romaine was at this time engaged in pre- 
paring for the preſs a new edition of the Hebrew 
Concordance and Lexicon of Marius de Calafio; a 
work which employed him ſeven years, and the 
firſt volume of it was publiſhed in the year 1747. 

Whilſt he is juſtly celebrated as the editor of Ca-- 
laſio, he is perhaps no leſs juſtly cenſured for hav- 
ing omitted his author's account of the word which 
1s uſually rendered God, and having ſubſtituted his 
own in the body of the work. This is what no 
editor can have a right to do by any author. Had 
Mr. Romaine left Calaſio's expoſition of the word 
jn its place, and giyen his own in a note, or in the 

| margin, 


—— 
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margin, - he might have had the credit of; having re-+ 
ſtored to light, without the charge of having/depre+ 
ciated, one of the beſt and moſt uſetul NPacA that 
ever was publifhed. - wy 

; Though I agree ahh Mr. Jannalns in thei inter- 
oxetation. of. the. word, not ,only as. it is, a;plural 
noun deſcribing a plurality of perſons in the divine 
eſſence, but as it is a derivative of a verb, . which 
ſignifies 7o fweer,, and ſo. deſcribes thoſe ; perſons 
under the obligation of an oath, yet I do not under- 
take his vindication 1a this inſtance. _. 

But he thought himſelf excuſable, and k- his 
own apology in an addreſs to the reader which he 
prefixed to. the work, His words are thele :,,.*< I 
bave endeavoured. to perform the office of a faithful 
editor; you have Marius himſelf not in the leaſt 
diminiſhed or added to, excepting only one - place, 


and that of- ſuch great conſequence, that I ſhould 


have thought it a crime, if I had neglected. to 
amend it. This I have done. with the beſt inten- 
tion, and only this once; I hope therefore that it may 
be. pardoned*.” To which he adds that he has 
miarked- this place with inverted colnmas, as he-has 
mak of his additions under'the particles. .. 

He has therefore warned the reader of what he i 1s 
- ® Fidi Editoris officio fungi conatus ſum ; Marium ipſum ha- 
bes ne minima quidem.ex parte vel imminutum vel exauctury, 
vnum modo locum £xcipias, eumque tam magni quidem mg- 
Ment, ut criminis duxiſſem lane, fi emendare neglexiſſem. Hoc 


optimo feci animo, nec plus vice fimp!! ici ; pup. igitur et ig- 
noſcendum, | 


Q 
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to: expect, and has made his own excufe, by which 
he muſt ſtand or fall in the public opimon. He was 
a man, and, in common with-all others, liable to err : 
he was a young man when he was the editor of 
Marivs, and ſtill younger when he was the antago- 
nift of Mr. Warburton. In both inſtances he may 
have: fallen into miſtakes, which davs' that fhould 
peak, and multitude of years that ſhould ſpeak wiſdom, 
might have corrected or prevented. 


Veram ubi plura nitent———non ego paucis. 
Offendar maculis quas aut incuria fudit, 
Aut humana parum cavit natura, 


But where there are fo many ſhining qualities in 
a Character, and ſo many exceltencies in his life and 
writings, I will not take offence at a few blemiſhes, 
which incaution may have ſcatrered here and there, 
of againſt which buman nature is provided with no 
caution at all, | "> 

We leave, therefore, the controverſial divine, 
and the laborious editor of the Hebrew Lexicon 
and Concordance, and proceed to the contempla- 
tion of a man, who, having acquired a degree of 
eminence from the fruits of his yourhful ſtudies, be- 
came ſtill more eminent as a miniſter of the church 
of England ; who, for the ſpace of forty-feven years, 
from that period, preached: and adorned the dottrine 
of God his Saviour, with a ſteadineſs and confiſt- 
ency almoſt peculiar to himſelf; and who has left 
a teſtimony for the truth in his life and writings, 

= which 
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which ranks him among the noble army of -wit- 


nefſes, who, having praiſed God upon earth, _ | 
| Pu him for evermore in heaven. 


- It was certainly Mr. Romaine's plan, after bs had: 
finiſhed his edition of the Concordance and Lexi- 
con of Marius de Calaſfio, to have returned into his 
native country ; and he had aCtually packed up. his 
trunk, and ſent it on ſhip-board with that view. 
But God had other plans for him. For as he him- 
ſelf was going to the water ſide, in order to ſecure 
his own paſſage, he was met by a gentleman, a 
total ſtranger to him, who aſked him if his name 
was not Romaine, He replied that it was. The 
gentleman had formerly been acquainted with ' his 
father, and, obſerving a ſtrong reſemblance to him 
in his ſon, was induced to make the inquiry. Af- 
ter ſome apologies for this abrupt addreſs, and ſome 
little converſation concerning his family and him- 
ſelf, the gentleman told him that the lefureſbip 
for the united pariſhes of St. George's, Botolph 
Lane, and St. Botolph's, Billingſgate, was then va- 
cant; and that, having ſome intereſt in thoſe pa- 
riſhes, he would exert it in his behalf, if he would 
become a candidate for the leQureſhip. Mr. Ro-. 
maine conſented, provided he ſhould not be obliged 
to canvas in perſon; a cuſtom which he always 
thought inconſiſtent with the [charafter of a clergy- 
man, and againſt which he: openly proteſted many 
years afterwards, when he was candidate for the liv- 
ing of Blackfriars; ſo that his objeftion to canvas 

was 


$=00*3 
was not a haſty impreſſion taken up in 'his youth, 
but-a ſettled perſuaſion that - continued with him ; 
and, as he was never backward to acknowledge the 
obligation when received, ſo, as Mr. Goode juſtly 
obſerves in his funeral ſermon, it was © not pride, 
but principle.” 

It was in the year 1748 that he was choſen Lec- 
turer of St. Botolph's, and he is mentioned among 
the preferred in the-Gentleman's Magazine for No- 
vember of that year, as the editor of Calaſio': s Dic- 
only; 

Ir has been thought (and inferred from ſome ex- 
preſſions of his own in one of his letters publiſhed 
ſince his death by Mr. Wills) that his determination 
to leave London was the reſult of diſappointment 
and diſguſt. That he had come to the metropolis 
« ſtrongly intrenchedin notions of his own exalted abi- 
hries, and flattering himſelf that he required no other 
recommendation to rapid preferment, where talent 
was always admired, and juſtly eſtimated *.” He 
is ſuppoſed to have alluded to ſome circumſtances 
of this kind in a letter to an intimate friend, in 
which he ſpeaks of «© having known a very 
vain proud young man, who knew almoſt every 
thing but himſelf, and was therefore very fond of 
himſelf; who met with many diſappointments to 
his pride, which only made him prouder, till the. 
Lord was pleaſed to let him ſee and feel the plague 


* See Memoir of the late Rev. William Romaine in the 


kvangelical Miſcellany for November 1795. 
= of 
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of his bun heart, 'Fhar, upon the Aiſcoveryo this 
he tried- every method that can- be! tried to" give 
peace, but fountd' none. In- deſpair of all things - 
eſe, he betook himſelf to Jefus, and- was moſt 
kindly received. - He truſted to the word of pro- 
miſe, and experienced the ſweetneſs of the promiſe. 
Afﬀeer this ' he went through various frames .and 
trials/of faith, too many to mention.” All this and 
much” more Mr. Romaine writes concerning him- 
ſelf, to illuſtrate by his own experience the truth 
of ſuch ſayings as theſe, that, « the Holy Spirit 
wilt glorify nothing but Jeſus. He will ſtain the 
pride of all greatneſs and of all goodneſs, excepting | 
what is derived from the fulneſs of the incarnare 
God.” peta 

I do not ſee hew.; it can be inforred from hencez 
that pride of heart, iſſuing in vain expeCtations of 
preferment, was the leading feature in Mr, Ro- 
maine's | charafter. It is well known how every 
ehriſtian thinks, ſpeaks, and writes, of himſelf, 
each claiming a title, which none but Paul would 
have given to Paul, of the chief of fnners. It 1s well 
known alſo, that every young man 1s naturally con- 
ceited, and thinks more highly of himſelf than he 
- ought to think, till he learns by experience to think 

' otherwiſe, It was certainly with good reaſon that 
St. Paul adviſed Timothy to exhort young people to 
be ſober minded, 

Mr. Romaine, no doubt, had this leſſon to learn ; 
he had his ſhare of pride and vanity, and (according 
to a common ſaying in the world) he had much to 

be 
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be proud of; a good underſtanding —a good educa- 
tion—great excellency of ſpeech, and many enticing 
things of man's wiſdom. He might raiſe from hence 
adeal proſpects of worldly greatneſs, and had reaſon 
to be thankful, if he was diſappointed ; if, walking 
by faith and not by fight, he could prefer the affliftions 
of God's people to the pleaſures of fin, and the re- 
proach of Chriſt to the treaſures of Egypt. But as 
to being ſettled in the metropohs, many of his friends 
have heard him ſay, that it was the thing of all 
- Others which he laſt thought of, and to which he 
was. the leaſt inclined. It may be ſuppoſed, indeed, 
that from the bent ofhis genius to the ſtudy of nature, 
of minerals, foſſils, plants, and the wonders of God 
in creation, that a country life, ſo favourable to 
theſe purſuits, would have-been choſen by him. But 
God choſe otherwiſe for him ; and. by a circumſtance 
as trivial to appearance, as it was accidental, but in re- 
ality a turn of providence, ſuch as decides the preſent 
condition of moſt men, called him to thele&tureſhip of 
St. Botolph's, and ſo detained him in London, where 
he was kept to the end of his exiſtence as a witneſs 
for Jeſus Chriſt, with abilities as much ſuited to this 
meridian, as thoſe of the apoſtle Paul to the meri- 
dians of Epheſus, Corinth, or Rome. 

In the year following, viz. 1749, he was choſen 
lecturer of St, Dunſtan's in the Weſt. In the 
perſon of his predeceſſor * two lectureſhips were 


#* Dr, Terrick, afterwards biſhop of Peterborough and 
London. | 
C united, 
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united, the one endowed, and founded by Dr. White 
for the uſe of the benchers of the Temple; the other 
a common pariſh lectureſhip, ſupported by volun- 
tary contributions. Mr. Romaine was eleted to 
both, and continued ſome years in the quiet exer- 
ciſe of his office, till the faithful diſcharge of it raiſed 
violent clamours and oppoſition againſt him. The 
reftor then thought fit to diſpute his right to the 
pulpit, and occupied it himſelf during the time of 
prayers, in order to exclude him from it. Mr. Ro- 
maine appeared conſtantly in his place, to affert his 
_ claim to the leftureſhip, as well as his readineſs to 
perform the office. The affair was at length car- 
ried into the court of King's Bench* ; the deci- 
fion of which deprived Mr. Romaine of the pariſh- 
teftureſhip, but confirmed him in that founded by 
Dr. White, and endowed with a falary of eighteen 
pounds a year. Left this ſhould be removed from 
the pariſh, the uſe of the church was granted him : 
but as Lord Mansfield's deciſion was that ſeven 
o'clock in the evening was a convenient time to 
preach the leAure, the churchwardens refuſed to 
open the church till that hour, and to light it when 
there was occaſion; ſo that Mr. Romaine frequently 
read prayers and preached by the light of a ſingle 
candle, which he held in his own hand. The church 
doors being ſhut until the preciſe moment fixed for 
preaching the le&ture, the congregation was uſually | 


* In the year 1562, 


aſſembled 


$0: 2; 

aſſembled in the ſtreet, and there. waiting for ad- 
miſſion. The conſequence was a concourſe of peo- 
ple, colle&ted indeed without noiſe and tumult, but 
not without great inconvenience to thoſe who 
paſſed that way, among whom happened to be one 
evening the then biſhop of London, Dr. Terrick, 
who had been Mr. Romaine's predeceſſor in the 
leureſhip. Obſerving the crowd, he inquired into 
the cauſe of it; and being told that it was Mr. 
Romaine's audience in theſe circumſtances, he in- 
terfered with the re&or and churchwardens in their 
behalf, expreſſed great reſpe& for Mr. Romaine, 
and obtained for him and his hearers, that the ſer- 
vice of the church ſhould begin at fix o'clock, that 
the doors ſhould be opened in proper time, and that 
lights ſhould be provided for the winter ſeaſon. From 
this period Mr. Romaine was eſtabliſhed in his mi- 
niſtry at St. Dunſtan's, and continued quietly in the 
exerciſe of it, to the edification of many, until the 
end of his life. Here ſurely he might ſet up a way- 
mark in the courſe of his pilgrimage, and fay, My 
ſoul, wait thou only upon God, for my expettation is from 
Him, He only is my rock and my ſalvation, my de- 
Fence, TI ſhall not be moved. Pſalm Ixii, 5, 6. 

In the year 1750 Mr. Romaine was appointed 
aſſiſtant morning preacher in the pariſh of St. 
George, Hanover Square. This office 1s no ſettled 
eſtabliſhment, but merely dependent on the will of 
the re&or, and the perſon procured by him at his 
own option and expence. The rector, who both 
C 2 called 
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calſed him to this office, and removed him from i, 
was Dr. Andrew Trebeck. The firſt a& originated 
not in perſonal friendſhip, but m the rebortenbridh. 
tion of his charafter ; the latter arofe from the po- 
pularity and plainne(s of his miniſtry. He preached 
CHRIST CRUCIFIED among thoſe who are leaſt diſ- 
poſed to receive him. The church was filled with 
the poor, and forſaken by the rich; and that which 
(as a nobleman 1s ſaid to have obſerved) was never 


complained of in a playhouſe, was admitted as a 
juſt cauſe of complaint in the houfe of God, When 
notice was given him that the crowd of people at- 


tending from CifFerent parts caufed great inconvent- 
ence to the inhabitants, who could not ſafely get to 
their ſeats, he received it in the moſt placid man- 
ner, and ſaid, © he was willing to relinquiſh an office 
which he had faithfully performed, hoping that his 
doctrine had been chriſtian, and owning the incon- 
venience which had attended the partſhioners.” In 
this infance, therefore, as well as in many others, 
he ſuffered as a chriſtian, and had reaſon to rejoice : 
for the Spirit of glory and of Ged reſted upon him, en- 
dowing him with the meekneſs and gentleneſs of his 
Maſter, and enabling him' to ſerve his cauſe by his 


conduct, when he could no longer do it by his- 
fermons *._ 


Mr. 


* For information upon thefe circumfiances in Mr. Romaine's 
life, 1 am indebted to the preſent reQtor of St. George's, the 
Bp of Briitol, and to the clerk. in orders, Mr. T rebeck, 


Dr. 
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- Mr.: Romaine entered upon this office in St. 
George's pariſh on the firſt of April 1750, and re- 
tired from it on the twenty-eighth day of. September 
1755, during which. time he- preached. occaſionally 
at Bow'church, in exchange with Dr. Newton, (at- 
terwards biſhop of Briſtol) then. reftor of that pariſh, 
and lecturer of St. George's, Hanover Square, 
and alſo at Curzon chapel, then called St. George's 
chapel, Mayfair, in exchange with Dr. Trebeck 
bimſelf, who was morning preacher there. 

The times ia which he was called: to the exerciſe 
of his miniſtry in the weſt end of the metropolis 
were diſtinguiſhed by ſome fgnal judgments of Al- 
mighty God ; ſuch particularly as were the earth- 
quakes by which-Liſbon was deſtroyed; and London 
threatened, two ſhocks having been felt i in it, and 
a third expected. Theſe judgments were preceded 
by. great profligacy of manners, and its fruicful pa- 
rent, licentiouſneis, of principle, © As to faith,” 
ſays one who preached on. that occaſion, © are not the 
doctrines of the Trinity, and divinity of Ur Lordand 
Saviour, without which our redemption is abſolutely 
vaid, and we are yet in our fins, with the intolera- 
ble burden of the wrath of God lying UPON us, 


Dr. Trebeck*s ſon, to wham. his lordſhip was ſo-good as te re- 
fer me. 'Fhe latter, after having given the above account” of 
Mr. Romaine's retirement from St. George's, adds the follow- 
ing words: © T ſhall be always ready. to atteſt his zeal, and in 
converſation with him during that time, and occaſionally after - 
wards, I found him mild and friendly,” | 

C 3 blaſ>hemed 
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blaſphemed and ridiculed openly in converſation and 
print? As to wnity of ſpirit, are we not diſtrafted 
and torn to pieces with ſchiſms and ſeparations ? And 
as to righteouſneſs of life, are not the people of this 
land dead in treſpaſſes and fins, idleneſs, drunkenneſs, 
luxury, extravagance, and debauchery? For theſe 
things cometh the wrath of God, and diſordered na- 
ture proclaims the impending 4difre/s and perplexity 
of nations. And O may we of this nation never 
read a hand-writing upon the wall of heaven, in the 
1luminated capitals of the Almighty, Mens, Mens, 
TextL, UrnarsIn: God hath numbered the king- 
dom, and finiſhed it. Thou art weighed in the balances 
of heaven, and found wanting the merits of a rejefted 
Redeemer, and therefore hy kingdom is divided and 
given away *." 

Mr. Romaine was not wanting upon the preſent 
occaſion, as appears from two ſermons in print, en- 
titled, An Alarm to a Careleſs World, and, The Duty 
of Watchfulneſs enforced; ſermons, which are not ex- 
ceeded in any of his writings, In both, and parti- 
cularly in the preface to the former, there are ſome 
valuable antidotes againft the prevailing philoſophy 


® See a ſermon preached before the univerſity of Oxford on 
Sunday February 15, 1756 ; and at ſeveral other places, on oc- 
cafion of the late earthquakes and public faſt, by George Horne, 
M. A. and fellow of Magdalen college ; - afterwards dean of 
Canterbury, and biſhop of Norwich, 


It is a pity that this ſermon was not reprinted among thoſe | 
which have been collefted into one volume fince his death, 
of 
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of the day, which aſcribed every thing to ſecond 
cauſes, and almoſt denied the exiſtence of the firit, 
excluding the God of nature from the works of na- 
ture, and refuſing to acknowledge Him as the au- 
thor of judgments, and fin committed againſt his 
divine Majeſty as the cauſe of them, This, as he 
tells us in. the. preface before mentioned, was the 
philoſophy of the year. 1750, when the © learned 
accounted for earthquakes by changing their name 
into airquakes, and then they were explained. philo- 
ſophically. y? | 
Such was the ſtate of religion and morals, when 
he was called. to: bear his teſtimony in the faſhion- 
able world. Having received the miniſtry of light 
and truth, he fainted not in the diſcharge: of it, nor 
had recourſe to the hidden things of diſhoneſty to re- 
commend it ; but uſed great plainneſs of ſpeech, that 
by manifeſtation of the truth he might commend himſelf 
to every man's conſcience in the fight of God. He ſpoke 
freely of the manners of the great, and endeavoured 
to bring them to an acquaintance with their own 
heart, as the ſeat and ſource of all iniquity, and 
with Jeſus Chriſt, as the great purifier of the heart 
through faith in his blood. With what judgment 
and clearneſs he brought theſe truths to the ears of 
the wiſe after the fleſh, the mighty and noble of 
this world, may be ſeen in ſpecimens of his preach- 
ing before them letc in print, ſuch as a ſermon entit- 
led, A Method for preventing the Frequency of Rob- 
beries and Murders ; and another Diſcourſe on the Self- 
C 4 exiſtence 


C09: 3 


exiſtence of Feſus Chriſt ; both delivered at hey 
George's, Hanover Square. © 

It was in this period of his life that Mr. Romaine 
was called to the” profeſſorſhip of aftronomy in 
Greſham college. He had not the higheſt opinion 
of the religion, morals, or wiſdom of the age ; and 
in the diſcharge of his duty in this new office he 
purſued a plan which ran counter to them all. He 
attempted to prove, that God was beſt acquainted 
with his own works, and had given the beſt ac- 
count of them in his own words. He diſputed ſome 
part of the Newtonian philoſophy with a boldneſs 
and banter, which were not likely to be well re- 


ceived, when derogating from the honour of a man, 


who'was held little leſs than divine. And as he ob- 
ſerved in the mathematics,* aſtronomy, and + geo- 
metry of the day, © a difference in their demonſtra- 
tions of no leſs than one hundred and twenty=one 
millions of miles ;” ſo he ſpoke of the © modern 
divinity as bringing you no nearer than one hundred 
and twenty one millions of miles ſhort of heaven.” 
The only traces that I have ever met with of his 
conduct in this profeflorſhip are to be found in the 
Gentleman's Magazine for the month of March 
1752. The reader may have recourſe to this ac- 
count, if he pleaſes, and muſt judge for himſelf how 
far it is juſt and impartial. 

If Mr. Romaine quitted this office in enmity with 
the world, he quitted it no doubt in friendſhip 
with God, for he had God's honour at heart, how- 

TE ever 
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ever he might not have conſulted his own ; he had 
therefore God's promiſe 1n hand, They that honour 
me,. 1 will honour. | In proof of this 1 cannot but 
obſerve, that whatever credit he loſt in the city of 
London, as profeflor of philoſophy in Gretham 
college, he retrieved it an hundred-fold in a buſi- 
neſs. of a very different nature which happened about 
the ſame time, I mean the famous Few Bill. By his op- 
poſition to which, both 1n preaching and print, he roſe 
andincreaſed'in favour with God and man. His reafon- 
ings upon this ſubject, and anſwers to-every thing that 
was attempted in vindication- of a project fo contrary 
to the decrees and declarations of heaven, and ſo'in- 
Jurious to the religious, civil, and commercial inte- 
reſts of this country, were collefted by himſelf in a 
pamphlet, which- was reprinted by the citizens of 
London in the year 17533 and it 15 a maſterly per- 
formance, which will 'bear printing again. 

Mr. Jones, in his life of Dr. Horne, late biſhop 
of Norwich, with which he has juſt favoured the 
world, has a paſſage ſo much to our preſent pur- 
poſe, that I have taken the liberty of tranſcribing 
it. * In the year when the Jew Bill was depend- 
ing, and after it had paſſed the houſe, he (Mr. 


Horne) frequently employed himſelf in ſending to 
an evening paper of the time, certain communica- 


tions, which were much noticed, while the author 
was totally unknown, except to ſome of his neareſt 
acquaintance. By the favour of a great lady, it was 
my fortune (though then very yaung) to be at a 

table 
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table-where ſome perſons of - the: firſt quality. were 
aſſembled, and I heard one:of them * very earneft 
on the matter and ſtyle of ſome of. theſe papers, of 
which I knew the ſecret hiſtory, | and was not a little 
diverted ' when | I knew what paſſed about them. 
To the author of theſe papers the Jew Bill gave fo 
much offence (and the Marriage Bill not much 
leſs), that he refuſed to dine at the table of a neigh- 
bouring, -gentleman, where he was much admired; 
only becauſe the ſon-in-law of Mr. Pelham was to 
be there ; he was.therefore highly gratified by the part 
taken.in that perilous buſineſs by the Rev. William 
Romaine, who oppoſed the conſiderations diſperſed 
about' the kingdom in defence of the Fetv Bil, with 
a degree of ſpirit and ſucceſs, ' which reminded us of 
Swift's. oppoſition to Wood's wwe in his 
Drapier's Letters.” 

This honourable mention of one, who is now lite- 
rally @ departed brother F, —T——_ equal honour upon 


him 
. Lord Temple. 


+ A name given to Mr. Romaine by certain gentlemen, whoſe 
apology was {o ably written by one who roſe to the biſhoprick of 
Norwich. They may all be ranked among the brighteſt orna- 
ments and beſt friends of the church of England, They differed 
from Mr, Romaine only in the uſe, application, and enjoyment 


of the truths they held, which he ſought perſonally for himſelf, 


and in the boldneſs and fervent zeal with which he endeavoured 
to propagate "them to others. "This happy, or unhappy turn (as 
the world is pleaſed to call it) led him into what ſome of his 


former 
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Kim thatmade it; nor can it fail of giving pleaſure to 
all lovers of . peace-and truth, as it brings two old 
friends and acquaintance together, who purſued tae 
ſame path of ſtudy, though they have been caſt into 
different habits of life, who have contended for the 
ſame faith, fought with the ſame weapons, wor- 
ſhipped the ſame God, and ſteadily adhered to the 
fame _communien, Why ſhould a doubt be enter- 
tained. of their happy meeting in heaven, and of 
their rejoicing together in the beatific viſion of the 
Lord their Gop *®? Why ſhould ſuch a doubt ariſe 
even from their laſt meeting upon earth ? which was 
indeed extraordinary, but of which no notice might 
have been taken in theſe memoirs, had it not 
made. its firſt appearance in the EvancEeLicar 
Macazing, under the ſignature of T. H., as an 
« anecdote of Mr. Romaine, more characteriſtic 
of the man (as this writer is pleaſed to ſay) 
than. might be found in twenty lives of him.” 
How. far the trait, as he has drawn it, is lovely 
in the- character of a © venerable faint,” every 
one muſt judge for himſelf who reads the ex- 
tract from the Magazine | for the month of 
March, as it is given verbatim in the note. 


former friends called ſerious miſtakes and irregularities. But 
the church of England had never a more dutiful, affe&ionate, 


and illuſtrious ſon, than William Romaine. 
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below*. The truth; | as b have- it. under. the 


this. 


f 


* & If twenty lives were written of Mr. Ramada, they will, 
I am confident, produce nothing more charaQeriſtic of the man, 


than the' following anecdote. I inſert the names, perinps you 
will prefer-the initials. 'F. H. - . | | 


; « About three weeks before the laſt illneſs' of that venerable 
patriarch Mr.. Romaine, he was walking in the city, and: fol. 
lowed cloſe by Dr. G.of Iſlington, and Mr. ]. of Pluckley, wlio 
had been. formerly his; intimate acquaintance, and, like. wany 
other old Hutehinſonian friends, had long forſaken and ſhunned 
him. His friendſhip, they gd was not the road to 0 Can- 
terbury.” pris | 
Niger eſt, hats tu Romane caveto. 

Dr. G. faid, « There goes Mr. Romaine, juſt before us.” Mr. 
Þ. replied, ** He. is an old acquaintance of mine,” and in his face- 
tious manner, whipped by Mr. Romaine, and turning round, 
topped him full; juſt then Dr. G. was at his elbow. Mr. 
Romaine looked at him—** Do not you know me, Mr. R. ?” 
ſaid he. <«* No,” ſaid the venerable ſaint, « nor. my Maſter 
neither ;”” and, turning round on his heel, crofſed the way, with 


contempt and gnaion, _—_ them- confounded at this 
unexpeQted reception,” 


Such is the famous anecdote which. is to ſupply the place of 
twenty lives! It impreſſed the preſent reQor of Blackfriars 
as ſuch a ſtigma upon his-late venerable friend and predeceſſor, 
as well as ſuch an undeſerved refleQion upon a great character, 
now living, that he immediately ſent to the editors of the 
Evangelical Magazine the following letter. 


SIR, 


In your Magazine for the laſt month I obſerved an anecdote 
of my late venerable reQor, Mr. Romaine, which, had it been 


true, 


(9 ) 
this. A fittle while before the death of Mr. Ro- 
maine, Mr. Jones and Dr. Gaſkin overtook nm LI 


troe, i '> was at a lofs to account for the reaſons of its 16fortion. 
If meant as a compliment, it has generally been underſtood as = 
a. refleftion ; white it caſts an undeſerved odium alſo on two 
charaQers that are very worthily refpe&ed. But as the flate- 
ment which has appeared 1s altogether erroneous, I have no 
doubt but you will be ready to counteract the effect which it has 
produced, by publiſhing the circumſtances, as I recewed them 
from unqueſtionable authority, not long after they took place. 
The Rev. Dr. G. and the Rev. Mr, ]. were walking together in 
Cheapſide, when the fight of Mr. Romaine at a diſtance gave 
Tife to the following converſation. 

Mr. F. There is Mr. Romaine—Do you know him ? 

Dr. G. No. I have no perſonal acquaintance with him, 

Mr. F. Does he know you perſonally ? 

Dr. G. 1 am not ſure that he does ; have you any knowledge 
of him ? 

Mr, 7. Yes. Some years ago we were very intimate, and 
he has been at my houſe ſome days together ; I will ſpeak to 
him. 

As Mr. Romaine came near, he was addrefled by Mr. J. in 
this manner—How do you do, Mr. Romaine? I do not know 
whether you forget one William J. I do not forget you. To 
which Mr. Romaine replied, ©* No, nor my Mafter neither, 1 
hope.” Without waiting for a reply, he croffed the- ſtreet, 
and paſſed on. In whatever way Mr. Romaine's anſwer be un- 
derſtood, it implies no ſuch refle&ion on Mr. |]. as is fo ſtrongly 
marked in the ſtatement you have given. 1 am rather inclined 
to think he meant it as a compliment, as I have heard himexpreſs 
himfelf zn terms of great reſpe&, as to the perſon he then fpoke 
to. 
No idea of diſreſpe& need be attached to his immediately 
paſling from - them, for it was what Mr. Romaine would fre. 

quently 


( @@ } 
 Cheapſide, and Mr, Jones very good-naturedly pro- 
poſed, ſpeaking to his old acquaintance, . and. on 
getting up to him, he ſaid with a cheerful counte- 
nance, © Mr, Romaine, I do not know whether 


you recolle& one William Jones, but” I do know 


that I do not forget you.” To which Mr. Romaine 
made a laconic reply, which neither of the gentle- 
men diftinftly heard, but the words impreſſed upon 
them at the moment were, © No, nor my Maſter, I 
hope;” and true it is, that Mr. Romaine, after 


quently do to his moſt intimate friends, as he had almoſt as 
great an averſion to ſtop talking in the ſtreet, as in the church, 
10 the latter of which he was ſo remarkable, and ſo worthy of 
imitation, I conceive, Sir, it is a Juſtice due to all parties to 
inſert this, for the authenticity of which I am reſponſibte. 


I am yours, 


Blackfriars, March 23, 1796. W1iLLi1am GoopE. 


Why was not this letter inſerted, or at leaſt acknowledged ? 
Should not a work, called © Evangelical,” be careful to ſpeak 
evil of no man? Should it not, if it accuſe falſely, take the earlieſt 
opportunity of acknowledging its error ? Is it fair to ſuppoſe that 
Mr. }.'s intimacy with Mr. Romaine ſhould have been diſcon-- 
tinued from an idea that it would obſtruf his preferment in the 
world ? Does not the character of Mr. J. as a ſcholar, a clergy. 
man, and a chriſtian, ſtand too high to be ſoiled by a paragraph 
in the Evangelical Magazine? Oris it to be inferred, from the 


_ general tenor and tendency of his life and writings, that the Judge 


of quick and dead will deny him at the great day, and include 
him in that awful ſentence, Depart from me, 1 never knew you ? 


having 


CL 9 7 

having made this anſwer, turned upon his heel, and 
croſſed the ſtreet, leaving them not a little aſtoniſh- 
ed at this unexpeRted reception. | It might be un- 
expected to them, but it was not an uncommon re- 
ception for Mr. Romaine to give- in the ſtreet to 
his moſt intimate friends. He had a natural quick- 
neſs, and ſometimes roughneſs in his manner, which 
were often miſtaken, when not meant, for anger 
and rudeneſs. He was ſeldom in the ſtreet, but 
upon buſineſs; and being intent upon his engage- 
ment, and as frugal of his time as he was prodigal 
of his labour, he ſeldom /aluted any man by the 
way, neither was it his cuſtom zo fall out by the way. 
It is probable that he meant to caſt no refleftion 
upon his old friend, but to tir up his pure mind by 
way of remembrance, and to expreſs a chriſtian hope, 
that as he had recognized the ſervant, he had not. 
forgotten his Lord and Maſter. Nor is it likely that 
he ſhould then treat one with contempt, with whom 
he had formerly lived in habits of friendſhip, and 
of whom he had always ſpoken to others with re- 
{pe& and affection, Mr. Jones could have had no- 
thing in view but good will and good manners, 
and though he might have been hurt at this fort of 
reception from an old acquaintance, there is no 
reaſon to think that he 1s now 1l|-affetted towards 
him, or that he deſigned any other than an honour- 
able mention of him, after his deceaſe, when he in- 

troduced his name into the life of Dr. Horne. 
Juſt however as the compariſon may be between 
I the 


\ 


© 82 
the ſpirit and ſucceſs of Dr. Jonathan Swift and Mr. 
William Romaine, the cauſes in which they were en- 
_gaged will admit of no compariſon. Permiſſion to an 
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individual to coin halfpence may bei/productive of 
miſchief, as injurious to trade, and as exciting to 
envy; but an attempt to naturalize the outcaſts of 
heaven, who have jilled up the meaſure of their iniqui- 
ties, in crucifying their King, was an attempt 
againſt the laws and authority of the Moft High, 
no leſs daring than that of the apoſtate emperor to 
rebuild Jeruſalem. It was an attempt which proved 
the infidelity of the times in which it was made, for 
had Moſes and the prophets been conſulted, they 
had informed the world ages before, that the Jews 
ſhould be @ proverb, an aftoniſhment, and an bifſing, 
among all nations, until their converſion to God, 
and their acknowledgment of that ſame Jeſus, whom 
tbeir fathers crucified, as Lord and CurisT. As 
no a& of parhiament can convert, ſo none can natu- 
ralize them. Ir is ſurpriſing that the fulfilment of 
the ſcriptures in the diſperſion and diſgrace of that 
extraordinary people. has not more effe&t than it 
feerns to have upon ſceptical minds. The veracity 
of the bible we cannot diſpute, but the contents of it 
we cannot receive, as long as we are influenced 
by the ſpirit of the world; nor will arguments or 
fafts convince us, when our vices and inclinations 
oppoſe them. pie 2 
It has been the opinion of thoſe who have been 
jo beſt acquainted with divine truth and human nature, 
= that 


© 05 26; 


that the enmity of; the one: againſt" the other-is not 
ſo much 'in-the- head: as in the heart of man. * The 
apoſtle; indeed! repreſents. the heart as the ſeat. of 
faith, and of. infidelity; 'for as he tells us in one place, 
that with the  beart 'man- believeth. unto righteouſneſs, 
ſo he guards us. in-another againſt an evil heart of un- 
belief, in departing from the living. God. I. have. been | 
told (and E think. by Mr.; Romaine himſelf.) that the 
late Rev. Willam Grimſhaw, miniſter of Haworth 
in, Yorkſhire, uſed to be much with lady Huntingdon | 
when- ſhe. was in. that part of the world ;. and had 
frequent arguments with her ſon, the late Jord Hun- 
tingdon, upon the : ſubje&t of religion. -| In - one of 
them he ſaid; © I perceiye that your lordſhip” $ quar- 
rel with, religion. is Not 1n- your. head, . but in your 
heart.” His lordſhip was ſo affected with the re- 
mark, that he never © encountered. that. antagoniſt 
_ od ©: | BELT 

As this Mr. Grimſhaw. was an eminently pious 
Net laborious clergyman* (perhaps the moſt ſo of 
his own or any other time}, ſo he'was among: the 
particular friends of Mr. Romaine. Soon. after 
his death, which: happened 1n the year. 1753, Mr; 
Romaine preached at Haworth, His text was that 
well choſen paſſage, Acts xi. 23, Who, when he came, 
end bad ſeen the grace of God,. was glad, and exborted 
them ail that with purpoſe of heart they would cleave 


* I amhappy to hear that his life is coming before the public, 
from-the pen of a well-known, a moſt able and uſeful writer. 
D e898 _ zinto 
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tnto the Lord. | The diſtreſs of the people ſor ;the 
loſs of ſo valuable a' man, 'and their anxiety about 4 
ſucceſſor, were not to be deſcribed, 'The ſermon was 
ſriking and impreſſive, and had the good effe&t of 

putting them upon fervent and united prayers for 
the continuance of -their ſpiritual privileges, and the 
event. anſwered their utmoſt wiſhes. The clergy= 
man ' who ſucceeded was the Rev. John Richard-' 
ſon, a perſon of an excellent ſpirit, whoſe views of 
divine truth were remarkably clear and evangelical, 
and whoſe unaffe&ed piety, and exemplary condu&t; 
continued to be an ornament to the church of God, 
and a bleſſing to that pariſh, till the year” 1797, 
when he was called to his everlaſting reſt#®,, ' © -- 
In February” T7 55 + Mr. - Romaine. changed his 
condition by marrying Miſs Price, who now fits as 
a2 widow to lament the loſs of a moſt faithful, affec- 
tionate, and attentive huſband ; and to whom I take 
this opportunity of expreſſing my thanks for many 
authentic communications concerning him. © Upon 
teaving his fituation in St. George's, Hanover 
Square, or ſoon after, he became curate and morn+ 
ing preacher at St. Olave's, Southwark, - upon 
which office he entered in the beginning of the year 


 * We are indebted for this account to Mr. Whitaker, now of 
Ringway in Cheſhire, who was born . in the pariſh of Haworth. 
« And though,” ſays he, © I did not hear Mr. Romaine preach, 
and was too young to have made any obſervations, yet I have 


often heard the people ſpeak of it with the greateſt ſatisfaction , 
abd'thaykfulneſs,” 


1756, 


b-a44-+) 

1756,.and: continued in-it to the year 1759; and 
to this congregation he dedicated his- ſermon upon 
the parable of the dry bones in Ezekiel, preached 
in their church, and publiſhed at their deſire. He 
refed the firſt year in. the redtory-houſe, and 
removed from hence into Walnut-tree Walk, 
Lambeth. | Here he had a delightful retreat, in 
which jhe. ſpent ſome -of the happieſt of his years, 
A little garden, which he dreſſed, kept, and planted ; 
and as .he viewed the productions of it with faith, 
and received them with thankfuleſs, he converted i it 
into another Eden. - Here he received his friends, 
particularly. ſerious candidates for orders, and his 
younger brethredi in the miniſtry, admitting, them to 
his early breakfaſts, and feeding them with know- 
ledge: and underſtanding. An 1 interyiew of this ſort, 
with 2 clergyman . now living, has been kindly com- 
municared to me, and the following account of. It 
drawn up by his own hand. - © I breakfaſted one 
morning with Mr. Romaine, ſomewhere I think. i in 
Lambeth pariſh, but it is now many years ſince, On 
taking the bread prepared, which I thought good, he 
mentioned the circumſtance of the late Dr. John Fo- 
thergill's having in ſome caſes adviſed thenot giving to 
ſick people, and eſpecially to weakly ailing children, 
preparations from London bread, on account of the 
too: frequent adulteration it underwent previous to 
baking. I was then a young clergyman, and ſhall 
not eaſily forget the manner (for I {ill feel the im- 
preſſion) of his turning the ſubject to the miniſterial 
D 2 adminiſtration 
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| adrminiftration of the bred of life''to the people. 


He touched very clearly and forciblyon a variety of 
modes by which the 'word of.” God was perverted, 
and the ill-leaven and other ingredients too often 
mixed with- that heaven - imparted ſuſtenance; 
which was intended to be meat indeed ; ' and this he 
did -in ſuch familiar, eaſy, and yet pointed: terms, 
and with that paternal benignity of look, as left me 
equally pleaſed, and, I truſt, improved. by the in- 
review. Tr rendered bread to me of more value, 
both as' a'ſupport, and as a ſign. I have yet cauſe 
to thank Him for the diſcuſſion it produced, and ſhall 
ever revere his memory tor fo WOT Be and 1 happy 
an ) allofion: £27 
«The fame morning I remember well his men- 
riofing it” as ini his opinion a fault, to preach cen- 
ſoriouſly, farcaſtically, or hatrfhly of brethren in the 
miniſtry, or of others, however remote from our- 
ſelves in matters of ſeritiment and perſuaſion. My 
friend Mr. George Whitfield, faid he,” one day 
told me very candidly, that there was a time in his 
life, when he thought he had never well cloſed a 
ſermon without a' laſh at the fat, downy, do&ors of 
the eſtabliſhment. At that period, ſaid he, I was 
not lean myſelf, though much flenderer* than fince. 
I went on, however, and ſeldom failed to touch 
pretty ſmartly upon the objefts of my diffatisfaCtion, 
ri!l one day, getting up into the pulpit in Totten- 
ham-court-road, I found the door apparently nar- 


rowed, and moved in obliquely. The idea then 
ſtruck 


[av 


truck me, that'T was becoming, - at leaſt in-appear- 
ance, a downy.. doctor | myſelf; and from that time 
I never more made. the downy doctors a ſubject of 
caſtigation.” | He a&ed wiſely, finding it much 
more comfortable to himſelf, 'and more edifying ta 
his hearers, to: preach Chriſt, and let other. things 
and other people. alone, 
_ Mr. Romaine, after he left the cure of St. Olave S, 
hs morning preacher for near two years at St; 
Bartholomew the Great, near Weſt Smithfield, and 
removed from thence to Weſtminſter chapel, where 
| he had the ſame office for ſix: months, till the dean 
and chapter:\withdrew their patronage and protec- 

_ tion! from it, -and refuſed him their nomination for 
a licence to preach there. The place then fell into 
other hands, and Mr. Romaine, . who” was immova- 
bly attactied tothe eſtabliſhed church, reſigned that 
ſituation. Nor had he'any ſtated- employment! in 
the church, excepting the le&tureſhip of St. Dun- 
ſtan's in the Weſt, till he was choſen to the rectory 
of Blackfriars in 1764, to-which, owing to a dif- 
pute about the election, that was ſettled in the court 
of chancery, he was not admitted till the year - 
1766. L 
- During the time in which he had no ſettled em- 
ployment in the morning, he preached charity ſer- 
mons in many churches in London — ſermons, 
which have been the means not only of ſpreading the 


goſpel, but of proving i its efficacy ; for whatever 
my be 1gnorantly - ſaid againſt it as inimical to 
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good works, ' mote 200d has beeh done by it, and 


larger colle&tions produced ' by -the-preathing of. it, 
than by all the mere eflays upon charity put toge- 


ther. He preached often likewiſe at the'Lock Hoſs 
pital upon the firſt anſtitution of that charity, and'the 
building. of the chapel. - Being honoured alſo at 
Lambeth with the acquaintance of :Archbiſhop'Seck« 
er; he generally aſſiſted in the pariſh. church. upon 
the firſt-day of the month, it being the cuſtom/of 
that venerable prelate conſtantly to attend, ' arid to 
adminiſter the ſacrament of the Lord's ſupper. --:: 

In ſpeaking of him. as a preacher, we ought. not 
to omit | his frequent appearances in that-character 
before the, univerſity of Oxford. | He printed ſome 
of his diſcqurſes delivered there; ſuch as thoſe upon 
the - Divine: Legation of Moſes, upon Fepthath's Vow 
upon the ſure, Foundation, and upon the Lonp our 
R16GHTtovsvtss. ' This latter he ſent to the- preſs, 


as being the laſt which he was permitted to preach, 


the pulpit being refuſed him in conſequence of it, 


and he publiſhed it with the TTY dedication to 


the Vice C-anpetior 07 nol a1 


b 7 0 the 1 ow Dr. Randolph, Vice Chancellor of the 
- Univerſity of Oxford, and Orgs dent 'of C bene Chriſti 
- College. 


Wuen I delivered theſe 7 5 Rag I Hg: no _ 


fign to make them public ; but .I have been. ſince 
compelled to.it, I underſtand they gave great, of- 


fence, 
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fence, eſpecially'to you, and I was in: conſequence 
thereof | refuſed the - univerſity. pulpit. - In juſtice, 
not to myſelf, for I defire to be out of the queſtion, 
but to the. great dodttrihe here treated of, namely, 
the Righteouſneſs of the Lord Jeſus; as the only. 
ground of our: acceptance. and juſtification: before 
(od the Father, I have ſent to the: prefs what was 
dehvered from-the pulpit. I leave. the friends of 
our church to: judge;- whether there: be; any thing 
herein. -adyanced- contrary to: the ſcriptures, and - to 
the dodtrines of the reformation. If not; I am ſafe. 
If there' be, yow are bound to make it appear. 
You have a good pen,: and you have great leiſure ; 
make uſe of them ;: and I hope and pray you may 
make uſe of them for your good and mine. 

Tam, with my conſtant and aheany prayers eg he 
univerſity 0 proſperity, br F FT 


Mr. Vice Chancellor, 
Your humble ſervant in-Chriſt, 


WILLIAM ROMAINE,” 


. While there is nothing in theſe ſermons that can 
impeach his charaQter as a ſcholar, or as a divine, 
there is ſomething 1n the dedication prefixed to 
them, that does him great honour as a gentleman 
and a chriſtian, Whatever reaſons the univerſity 
had for ſo ſtigmatizing a man, upon whoſe lips they 
—_ formerly hung, charmed by his eloquence, and 
Bo '- edified 


( '4@ ) 
edified bychis do&rine, it is plain that hetook the hand= 


ſomeſti leave of them. He. ſeems' to have:ideparted 
from. them/'as >the” apoſtles.did from! the preſence ' of 
the council, «which: commanided that they fhould. not fpeak 
in the name of  Fiſus,: rgoicing that they were counted 
worthy to ſuffer ſhame for bis name: Afts'iv. 4, 42.9 
_ That Mr. Romaine neither: commicted! miſtakes, 
nor betrayed: infirmities, ..is; what .no:.writer of - his 
hfe will afirm ;-inor would any readercof it believes 
this would be to:affirm and; believe that he was-not. 
a man. ; But of his. ſteady ard: uniform attachment 
to the doctrines: and [difcipline of» the ©church of 
England, no doubt ican be:entertained. . It/ was'an 
attachment which yielded : to: no::difcouragemeants: 
on the one hand, to-no allurements:.on the':other x 
for. though preferment was withheld from him! in 
England, it was held out to him in America, :fronx 
whence the moſt preſſing. invitations were ſent to 
him to accept of St. Paul's church in Philadelphia, 
with a falary of ſix hundred: /pounds a year ; and 
theſe were ſeconded by the moſt urgent and re- 
peated intreaties of his friend Mr, Whitfield, who 
conſidered him as perſecuted in one city, and there- 
fore clearly called to go unto another. But Mr. Ro- 
maine loved his church and hisking; and though he. 
felt and profeſſed that affettion for Mr. Whitfield 
which every lover of Jeſus Chriſt muſt feel for'1o/ 
able and faithful a preacher of his name, ſo uſeful. 
an inſtrument in the hands of God of reviving the 
doEtrines of the reformation in-this country, yet he 


never 


(7, 
never i could agree with him in any mode of- propt- 
gating the truth -itfelf; which: he-thought inconfiſt- 
ent with the hiie:of conduct preſcribed to a clergy- 
man. As'to! America, where epiſcopacy'was-ne- 
ver. likely to: be :1eſtabliſhed,. nor monarchy to. be 
-long endured, 1 it was a foil by no means genial to him z 
he expected therefore little from-being tranſplanted 
into it; and-he lived to-ſee many, who' had fled to 
it,]-as an {Utopia of: religion -and- liberty, return with 
no ſmall delight.to old England again., - ; 

' Asaproofof his unalterableregard for this. tarts | 
nation, he firſt printed/in 1757, the year of his diſmiſ- 
fion-fform the univerſity pulpit, An Earne/t Invitation to 
tbe Friends of the: Eftabliſhed Church, to join with ſeve- 
ral of. their Brethren, Clergy and Laity, in London, in 

ſetting apart one Hour of every Wees for Prayer and Sup- 
plication during theſe troubleſome Times.  Aﬀter having 
mentioned the motives and calls to prayer, he pro- 
ceeds to' the matter of it; and 1nvites us to © pray for 
the peace of -our eſtabliſhed' church, and for all or- 
ders and-degrees of its miniſters, beſeeching God to 
give them his-grice and heavenly benediRtion, that 
bath by | their; life and doCtrine-they may ſet forth 
his glory, and ſet forward the ſalvation of all men, 
And: to the end there -may never be . wanting ſuch 
perſons in:the church, let us: pray for all ſeminaries 
of chriſtian education, eſpecially for the two univer- 
ſities, &c.” As a proof of his good wiſhes towards 
all chriſtian people, he adds, © May the God of love 


We us alſo to pray tervently tor all the proteſtant 
diſſenting 
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difſentins congregations which love the Lord Jeſus 
in ſincerity. May he ſhed that love abrodd in all 


our ſouls, which alone can effeftually free ws from 


patty ſpirit, &c.” This ſame tract he reprinted in the 
year i779, and again in 1795, a few! months before 
his death. And it'is to'be hoped that being dead, he 
will yet ſpeak in itto many, and-excite them tothe 
praQtice of | what he there” recommends; © If ahy 
additional arguments afe waiting | to enforce" this 
good work upon chriſtians, beſides thoſe in this 
uſeful little traſt, rhey are to be found ina ſermon 
publiſhed at the ſame tire with the firſt edition” of 
it, entitled, * The "Duty of Praying for Others.” 
It was printed indeed without a'name, but'bore ſuch 
indubirable marks of Mr. Romaine's ſtyle and ſpirit; 
As to leave no doubt reſpecting its author, arid'in-. 
deed | it may be ranked - among the beſt yo his "_ 
© That which he TON to hi Ja FR 
tifed himſelf, and found ſo much encouragement to 
pray always and not to faint, as to be induced a few 
years afterwards to ſend a circular letter to every ſe- 
rious clergymin, whom he knew,. and whom he 
remembered at the throne of grace, inviting them 
to ſet apart one hour 1n the week for calling upon 
God; imploring his mercy. upon the eſtabliſhed 
Thurch, that he would revive his work in it, and ſend 
forth more labourers into this part of his harveſt. 
This letter will appear in the printed colleCtion; 
but as it will bear a ſecond and a third reading, as 
Wo the 
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the» ſubje&t-is important: in itſelf,” and handled by 
Mr. Romaine in his :choiceſt:manner, ' as it is: a-true 
ſpecirhen of his zealobs affeftion in a good thingy 
as well as of his: particular love to this church -and 
nation;'/as it ſhews: his'knowledge of himſelf, and 
contains. much godly:experience, which may be uſe- 
ful to. others; 'it is here inſerted, as forming no in- 
conſiderable part- of his . hiftory.z : and may all the 
benefits, that he WG be the” fruits of its & n—— 
cation. ; liJT32, | 


+ +-D 
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cc * My dee brother in our: i precious Tos, 107 wi 


In the year. 1756, a weekly hour of jRSRY was 
agreed upon by ſeveral religious clergy and laity, 
1n order-to humble ourſelves under the mighty hand 
of God, till he ſhould be pleaſed . to. put a ſtop to 
the calamiries of that time. He did hear us, glory 
be to a prayer-hearing God, and he turned our ſup- 
plications into, Praiſes. About that period i it began 
to be Jaid very. near my heart to pray earneſtly and 
often for the. proſperity of our Sion, for which I 
never fail to make interceſſion 3 Te all my addreſſes to 
the throne of grace. But once a week, on F riday, I 
have what I call the clergy” s litany. In which, af- 
ter general petitions for the out-pouring of the Spi- 
rit Upon all the miniſters of ,our church, I make 
mention by name of thoſe my fellow-labourerg, 
| whom God Nas highly honoured in making them 


7 faithful 


+ . Toe 
ws __ | 


” 
g 
4 * i 
C 
"o x 
x. 
l * bs 
Ly = 
: % 
M, « 
p iT, 
af .H 
) 

| {- 

4 ' 

if 

634 
i 
k z 
by. 
n [ot 
"i 
". 
HF 
: 
T: 4 
z 
1 
S. t 
47 F; 
l #3 
ol 
- 3 
- 16 
a 
M 
TY F_ 
« 3 
*:; 
[Ty 
4) 14 
i 
w_. 
TS "1 y 
\ \ 
2, £1] 
LY 
; 
- = 
+ 138 
+ 
G ws 
= - 
+Y 
b 
- * 
+—z 
4 

ST: 

Ls 1 

; 
$4. 

 . 

C | : 
= 
1 
ty - 
” bs 5 T4 

04%. 
TH 

r 4s 1 
b 
©" i 
- * 5588 

\ P 

i 4 
l In 
i: : 
118 
1:0 
"108 

y 8 

"y 
'T : 
+2143 

»i 'N 

al” 

4 7+ 

G "*n ? 

me. 

1 + 

F $21 

. | - 

4.118 

\ 4 

3 ol: 

: i 

- 11, 

= 
= 
"Ws 
11 158 
; Ly 
1; 43 
0 "7 ; 
F $4 ; 
- v7 "1 
"4 {4 ' 
1 I 
4 
| ' 
17} 

4 4 
"F - 
\ TP 
2 

=”. 

WW 

0 iY : 
1 ' - 
+ : : 
'4, i 

BY. 
1». 
-328 
4H 
'S} 
\n 
17 
: a/ts 
"+17 
4:44 
"x Wy 
+ 578 
-$ 
l +7 
q : 
"> 5195 
; 
£108 
4 - 
"0 
"'T220R 
4, 
7+, 
4] 
45 
% » C 
l : 

5 4 

of : - 
$ 2 

—Y 

© 39 

= 

\.», 
7 
HM 
k i: 
o 
: 
114 
4438 
wy 
\f 
» 14 


Sn 


©: 
_ : "2 

x " "—_—_ Cog 
EDD ova: Dt 
my a oo - © - . - ” 


_ " . no _ 
_—_— 
E C . - ”— 
 - _ In. 4 
_—_— _ 


fi 


- 
o# 


| ( 44 ) 
falchful and uſeful in the} miniftry...' As I go' over 
their names, recommending; them: to the care, and 
their - people to the bleſſing of our Glorious Head), 
it-is my cuſtom to aſk. particularly for them, ſuch 
things as I know or hear: they. want.. Your name 
has been long in my liſt, and you'owe me many, ma- 
ny prayers, a lawful debt, which now upon demand 
I hope you will-repay me. -' I aſk-1t 1n juſtice due 
to myſelf, I intreat it for the glory.of our common 
Lord, and for the advancement of his own; cauſe 
and kingdom, and for your own ſoul's proſperity. O 
that I may write any thing to ſtir you up to pray, 
till you as far_outſtrip. me herein, - as to make it a 
point of gratitude for me to pray more and more 
fervently for you. I will mention ſome of the mo- 
ives which moved me to this praftice, and ſome 
of the advantages which I have found in it, and I 
beg of the Lord to make them the means of induc- 


Ing you to join with me in this OG exerciſe 


of brotherly love. 

x. One of the firſt things which: .-put me upon It 
was the frequent uſe of the hour of prayer, men- 
tioned above. © We are called upon in ſcripture to 
'make fſupplications, ' prayers, interceſſions, and giv- 
ing of thanks for all men; and we are very often 


exhorted to pray for the houſehold of faith,” and 


more particularly for the miniſters of it, agreed to- 
'pether in this land to worſhip the ſame Lord in the 
ſame outward eſtabliſhment; to which you and I 
are Bad cloſely conneQed both in profeſſion and 


' principle, 
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principle. T'o us, as miniſters, the command ſhould 
be of great force—< Pray for the peace of Jeruſa- 
lem*-—This peace depends upon'the Lord's ſending 
and bleffing his ambaſſadors of peace. .They arehis 
miniſters attending continually for :this very thing; 
He- raiſes them up,;the fits them for the-:advance- 
ment: of 1t;" he proſpers -them for the fake of the 
proſperity. of his church, as he ſays, & 1 will clothe 
the - priefts in Zion with ſalvation, and then her 
faints ſhall ſhout aloud for joy.?* For this reaſon we 
find St. Paul in all his epiſtles-defiring to be prayed 
for— Pray for. us' —for: grace, for gifts, for-ſuc- 
ceſs. He' puts the churches upon aſking what their 
miniſters wanted.” . Although God has promiſed- it, 
yetthe will be intreated for-it. » The prayer of faith 
neverireturns without a bleſſirg, which Ihave re- 
marked again and 'again to . the praiſe 'of him-:who 
ſays, © Aſk, and ye ſhallhave,” and:this has:been'a : 
- 12, ®Second argument very powerful-with'me. The 
command given 'to pray for the peace of Jeruſalem 
has apromife—*' They ſhall proſper that love thee.” 
— This | has been fulfilled; _ I have ſeen manifeſt 
ſenſible anſwers to this prayer—clear-diſplays of the 
faithfulneſs of the promiſe-maker, . Het has vouch- 
fafed to give the deſired mercy—not for. the merits 
of :our--prayers, but for the ſake of his own great 
Name.--'He put it into our. hearts to ſee what his 
church wanted, to aſk the ſupply. of him,” and now 
having received it, to afcribe all. the glory .to his 
grace—* Worthy. is the-Lamb,”” - His kindneſs -hi- 
_ therto 
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= $- Motive for-r me. to perfeviers, ak as ey ta 

join with me. He ſays when the work is great and 
= miniſters but few—< Pray ye the Lord of the 
harveſt that he would ſend forth labourers into his 


- harveſt eld.” This was our ' warrant to: aſk; 


and' aſking in' faith according to his will, we'had 
confidence in him that he would heariand anſwer; 
and he has been as good as his-word'; we have tried 
it, and found it cannot .be; broken. - For theſe Jaft 
eleven years we haye been praying for more labour- 
ers, 'and every year he has ſent forth ſame more, 
© that he may give the word, /and greater ftill may 
be the company of the preachers. :'Have we- not-all 
the reaſon'in the world to expectit ? - 'The promiſe 
Rands-ſure-»his hand. is not fhartened-—his love 1s 
not abated — prayer 'has not-loſt its ;efficacy with 
him' to engage his love and power to fulfil4the pro- 
miſe. Doubtleſs more, more labourers ſhall :be 
ſent out, if more of us join 'in fervent prayers, no- 
thing wavering. While ' we continue to pray; he 
will continue to anſwer. This: is fixt as the throne 
of God—<© I will not ſuffer my faithfulneſs to fail.” 
O how has.my dependance on' his-unalterable word 
been ftrengthened, by ſeeing it ſo conſtantly ful- 
filled ! and how has my attachrhent increaſed 40 our 
eſtabliſhed, church, by his raiſing up more miniſters 
among us! Indeed he owns our eſtabliſhment at 
this day ; and thereby he encourages us to pray on z 
and 


(7 Y 
and if we do; we--may hope to ſee greater thingy 
than theſe. - May: you and I find reaſon to be aſking 
the enlargement of Chrit's kingdom in our. land, 
yngil he remove us into his kingdom of praiſe. | 

4. Theſe arguments are continually enforced by 
the conſtraining love of Jeſus, which keeps the ſoul 
in.a good, frame to pray for the advancement of his 
honour . and glory. While I find a warm, heart, to 
him, I cannot help wiſhing that others may. be won 
over to the loye of him. To ſet him forth, that 
they may.. behold his matchleſs. glory, is our office, 
Every goſpel miniſter is raiſed up to ſound aloud 
the praiſes of the wonderful perſon, and. of the in- 
figitely perfect work of the divine Saviour, in whom 
all the perfeCtions of the Godhead: ſhine out in the 
richeſt diſplay. of their beauty, love, and power. 
The gofſpel-miniſtry was ordained for this purpoſe, 
and it is bleſſed to this day to the. hearts of poor 
ſinners, by bringing them to ſee, to admire, and to 
enjoy the love of the Father through the Galyation 
of the Son, by the grace of the Spirit, This .is 
the miniſtration, which exceedeth-in glory. O what 
an honour is it that we ſhould be called to partake 
of theſe bleſſings ourſelyes, and that by our means 
the Lord would, and does, convey them to our 
people. The ſenſe of this i is conſtraining. Under 
the influence of it we cannot but pray for his mir 
 niſters, that they may ſpread his goſpel, and adyance 
his fame. O, for more love to this precious Jeſus ! 
and to his cauſe in your heart, it will be as a thou; 


CO @& } 

- Gand' arguments to put. you upon /praying for an 
increaſe of labourers,” and for an'increaſe of uſeful-: 
neſs.in'thoſe he has already. ſent out: . and, if you do 
pray thus, andcontinuetopray, it willbe the moſt likely 
means of your experiencing more of his love, for-he 
cannot alter the word that is gone out of his mouth: 
Faw promiſe to them that pray for the: peace of Je- 

roſalem is, © They i ſhall ag who love *100T” 
iowa , 1 | 
-* Fifth' encouragement. Tt is good for our own 
ſouls. They proſper by it ; while we are concerned 
for the honour of Jeſus, and *for the advancement 
of his goſpel, we are raking the beſt care-we can' of 

. our own intereſt. 'The foul 'that watereth others, 
ſhall be watered itſelf; ſo it proſpers: - The prayer 
for blefings on our fellow-labourers brings a ſhower 

_ of bleflings into our own boſom. 1 ſhould be * very 
unthankful, yea, beyond meafure, if I did. not a&< 
knowledge it. I have not prayed'in vain for theſe 
eleven years. | No, I have indeed profpered, and. 
have received. many mercies ; ſome I will mention; 
not to ſer! myſelf up for any thing, who am the 
very ſink of hell, and feel in me to this moment 
indwelling corruptions enough to damn a thouſand 
worlds; but I mention them to the glory of ſove= 


1 reign grace. There is in every one of us a deſire to 
| 4 1 RN be great and eſteemed, a bitter root of pride, which 
| " works in abundance of vile tempers, alt diſhonour- 
\# able to Jeſus, and hurtful to our own fouls ; I have 

_- found this praying for my dear brethren, and always 
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by name, has giveii many a blow at that bitter toot, 
and has checked ſeveral of its branches, ſuch: as. 
envy at their ſucceſs, ſhyneſs to their perſons, a 
evil eye at their gifts or their graces. "That party: 
ſpirit, under the bondage of which no one ever Ja-/ 
boured more than myſelf, has been in a good degree 
conquered ; and-ſo has the unwillingneſs to bear-re« 
proof, very hard: to bear : andthe will given to:be 
thought leſs than the leaſt, the ſole work of ak 
mighty grace. And 1 aſcribe it to-my conſtantly 
praying for God's miniſters, that he has'enabled -me 
in any degree not only to: get the: better; of thoſe 
vile tempers,. but alſo: to grow in brotherly love. 
I find my; heart knit to thoſe I never ſaw, and an 
glad of their proſperity in mind, body, or eſtate. My: 

very ſoul rejoices in any good in them, or good-done; 
by: them. Their preſent number (may the Lord- 
add to them ar: hundred-fold), their being almoft of! 
one mind, and of one heart, their growth in grace, 
their uſefulneſs among their own people, and their 
writings for the public benefit ; theſe are become: 
ſweet ſubjects of thankfulneſs. My prayers are more 
i: faith becauſe I reap the fruit of them, and can: 
Join. praiſe with them. To. every petition I can ſay, 
thanks be to the Lord; I have good ercourages : 
ment to pray on. - Every year I ſee our Feruſalem + 
profper, and they alſo proſper that love it. Are 
not theſe great advantages, and are they not ſuffici- 
ent to induce you to join your prayers with mine ? | 
As for me,. God: forbid, my dear brother, that I - 
os ſhould 


( 59 ) 
ſhould ceaſe to pray for you.—May the ' Lord the 
Spirit put it into your heart to pray for me, and for: 
the reſt of our fellow-labourers, until you find more 
advantages from your prayers than I have done. If 
you weigh theſe things with attention, and God in- 


Cline you to join us in prayer, there is a ſcripture. 


which warrants this, and which contains ſome gra-' 
cious promiſes to the practice of it; the confiders-" 
tion of it has been with me a ; 


\ Sixth motive. - It is in Matt. xviii. 19, 20. Arain 
F ſay unto you, that if two of you ſhall agree on earth— 


We do» agree to meet together in one; place. — 


Where is there a better than the throne of grace ?- 
We do agree touching the thing we are to- aſk, 
namely, the bleſſing of him that» ſitteth upon the: 
throne on his - own 'miniſters. What can : be more 
pleaſing: to. him, than to: wiſh them well, to whom 
he has done ſo well, as to call them to, fit them: 
for, and proſper them in,. his work ? O it. is-not'to- 
be deſcribed nor conceived, how his heart 1s ſet upon ; 


this.. To ſend out miniſters to promote his glory 


through the ſalvation of his people, is the ruling 


affection” in the head of the church; and when. he 
intends to ſend them out, he gives his people the 


ſpirit of prayer, to defire of him paſtors after his 


own heart, and to encourage them to aſk he pro- 
miſes, HYhatſoever ye aſe, ſhall be done for you of my 
Father, who is in heaven : for the Father himſelf lov- 


eth you, and will give you whatſoever you aſk in my © 


name: And when any two of you agree to pray for 
more 


% 
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chore labourtrs;"or' for greater uſefulngſs ' in them who 
do labour inthe word and doftrine,' T will then be in the 
midſt of you, ſpiritually preſent, that you may have com : 
munion with" me'in" prayer, and that you may be ſatif 
fied T do" hear, ' and will anſwer. How inviting,” how 
perſuaſive' are” theſe words! » Surely they ought 
powerfully"ts' influence you ;and”me. -* What” may 
we not-expett from meeting often in the preſence of 
Jeſus?» Try;' my idear brother.” Be 'much in'his 
company, and” ſee” what will come” of it. Your 
heart will certainly be more:knitto' him; and-he will 
knit you cloſer to his other miniſters'in- the unity of 
the” Spirit. --He: will bring 'us.'to be of the fame 
mind: in| the Lord. : This is the-three-fold cord 
which is not'quickly broken, - becauſe it is a bond 
of 'the Lord's' own making, and" of the Lord's own 
keeping.” ' He. maintains it, and'he ties it cloſer by 
giving 'us ſweet fellowſhip in one another's prayers, 
and by enabling us to a&t and live, according as we 
pray, for the'good of our brethren.” Thus he' makes 
it appear, that” we are itaught of God to love: ohe 
another, for he only can teach us to love unfeighed- 
1y, and with 'a pure heart fervently. This is- the 
moſt bleſſed union upon - earth, becauſe it flows 
from our being* one with Chriſt, and proves that 
we hold the head, and are under him'as living mem- 
bers in his body-united: together, having the fame 
care one for another. —Hereby we know what the 
communion of ſaints is—we experience, and we're-' 
joice in its bleſſings, O how will this ſtrengthen the 

E 2 hands 
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trands of each othef—4t will make vs mighty. itirongh 


our. God: to do: our work, © to 'endure' hardſhip; to 
fight - our battles, yea, to the many-/antiehriſts'of 
this\ our day,.. we ſhall. become- terrible, like an ar- 
My. with banners; ' May the Lord make you a good 
ſoldier i in, this noble army ; andihe will, if you! wil 


| join, with ns. Your prayers will riot. retirh voig 


into your. own boſom. No, no. .. Every prayer for 
your. brethren will bring down a blefing: upon your> 
felf, and;you; will find mare' arguments daily than 
T have room:te | mentidn;: | Only one ND: 1 
muſt take netice of, which is my. © 
Seventh Motive, - namely; the preſent eek: 
Look. round :the-- iſland—examine > the tate of it, 
You'cannot help: ſeeing how things ' are going ons 
The proſpect is alarming. ' Our national fins [had 
been long crying aloud: for vengeance, but the long- 
ſuffering of our God has withheld it z and to leave 
us, 4s A people, without excuſe, he ſent mercy n= 
ſtead of judgment, He revived his wotk—raiſed 


up miniſters—fent them m his name to. proclaim 


his grace in Jeſus, and to call finners to repent- 
ance. What has been the effect? - O guilt, be- 
yond that of Sodom and Gomorrah ! The 'goſpel 
is rejeted. This one ſin' is filling up the meafure 
of our iniquity faſt. Judgment flumbereth not. It 
iS abroad, The ſtorm is gathering... A dark black 
cloud 1s hanging over us. It has not burſt yet, but 
God knows how ſoon it may. Tf it ſhould, what 
have we not to fear? The ſcripture charafter of 

the 


WW - 
the latter days is now fulfilled. © We are in "the 
dregs of time. The damnable herefics, as foretold, 

are brought in. Atheiſm, infidelity, and their 
poiſonotis fruits, harbingers of the great day, 46 
abound, and ſecurity marks it to be near at -hand. 

Thanks be to God there is a little light breaking 
through this diſmal cloud, which affords us a ray of 
hope. Jeſus has not left” himſelf without witneſs. 
He has till a cauſe, and miniſters to plead it, in our 
lard. But how few are they ? - Bleffed be God for 
any. He,. who ſent them, can ſend more, and he 
bids us pray for more. What he bids, the times 
preſs and enforce upon tis. When was there, when 
can there be, greater need? Does not every thing 
precious in time and in eternity call upon us to pray 
for one another, and to pray, that the Lord may 
add to our number daily? Is not his glory blaſ- 

phemed openly, his mercy abuſed, his goſpel rejetted, 

and therefore are not public and private virtues rieg- 
lefted, yea, deſpiſed? What can ſtop the deſerved 
fuin? Only God, and he only in the way of this 
6wn appointment. The goſpel is his faving ordi- 

nance, and minifters are the means which he uſes. 
to make the goſpel the power of God unto ſalvation. 
O let us pray then for more of them. To this let 
the love of dear Jeſus conſtrain us—the love of 
our king—and of our country—the love of our reli- 
gious and civil liberties—the love of our families and 
children—the love of our own ſouls, and of- our 


pariſhioners, O that God may put it into your 
E3 heart 
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heart by theſe, or any other motives, .to join - with 
us in praying him to, ſend forth more labourers intg 
his harveſt. Amen, Amen, fay I. Let. all that 
gre, the, Lord Jeſus in ſincerity fay, Amen. WM 

[ My. F 04, brother, if God ſhould incline your 
heart to this-, -work and labour of love, there. are 
two things earneſtly recommended to you; the, 

+ Fuſt Is. to, meet. us at a ſet hour ; that we. may 
promiſe to depend upon for the vleſling. _ alk. We 
haye,f for ſome ; time, met every | F riday at noon, but 
It has. been found inconvenient ; and by conſent i 1t 


F » , 
\- - 


is now fixed from nine o'clock on F riday morning 
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to ten, You will then meet a great deal of good 
company at our, court—ſeveral dear miniſters and 
fellow-labourers round the throne, beſieging it with 
their prayers-for each other, and for the increaſe of 
their number. Whatever be the general iſſue, it 
will be well with us ſupplicants. | Our labour will 
not, be in, vain in the Lord, If our prayers do not 
remoye the affliction of Joſeph, yet we grieving for 
ithave a.promiſe of ſafety, when that affliction comes 
to. be deſtructive, as you may read at. large i in Ezekie] 
chap. "IE . 

Second thing is deſired of yau, namely, that you 
would pray for the brethren by name. This 1s not 


a trifling matter. / Indeed it is not. Make trial of 


it, and you will find more advantages in it than I 


haye mentioned aboye, It has been exceeding pro- 


firable 
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fitable to my own ſoul for ſeveral years, and I doubt 
not but experience will make it ſo to yours, 

I leave all that I have ſaid in the Lord's hand, that 
he may apply it to you, as ſeemeth him good. Whe« 
ther you Join with us or not, I will not ceaſe to 
pray for you and yours, /. that the work of the Lord 
may proſper in you and by you. Only remember 
the time is. ſhort. - The work is great. The Lord 
God bleſs you in it, that his harveſt may be got in 
ſoon, and his labourers may go to reſt. In this 
happy number may you and I be found. When our 
prayers are over may we continue our praiſes to Fa- 
ther, Son, and Spirit, three perſons in one Godhead, 
to whom we ſhall- be giving equal glory, worſhip, 
and thanks, ——_ a long bleſſed ſabbath. TIED 
lvjah. Amen.” 


Such an epiſtle will bear, and indeed it requires, 
frequent reading. The buſineſs recommended in it 
ſhould not be forgotten. A liſt might be circulated 
every year of ſuch as call upon the Lord in every 
place, and labour in his word and do&trine. To 
their names might be added any particular circum- 
ſtances, which call for praiſe or prayer. And an 
hour, or more, might be well ſpent in making men- 
tion of each ſeverally before God, without vain re- 
petitions. An anniverſary ſermon might be preached, 
giving a ſhort account of the progreſs of the goſpel 
in the kingdom, and publiſhed, as a hiſtory of the 
church, for the benefit of the preſent and future ge- 
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( 56 ) 
nerations, It was Mr. Romaine's cuſtom to preach 
a ſermon of this ſort every year upon the ſecond day 
of March, being the day of his eleCtion to the living 
of Blackfriars, ** In one of theſe diſcourſes he men- 
tioned that himſelf and three others agreed to ſpend 
one hour in the week, at a ſtated time, in prayer 
for the revival of the power of godlineſs in the efta- 
bliſhed church *.” * What an increaſe did he live to 
ſee ! from units to hundreds! And what encourage- 
ment did he hold out to the miniſters and people of 
God, to devote a ſmall portion of their time to 
prayer, ſupplication, interceſſion, and ' giving of 
thanks, for the extenſion of the kingdom ' of - Jeſus 
Chriſt! for the revival of that work of the Lord 
which ſhall ſtand for ever in a people whom he forms 
for himſelf, and of whom it may be obſerved, that 
in proportion as they are formed for the Lord in the 
next world, they are formed for good in the preſent 
one ; the increaſe of them therefore is a great public 
concern. | 

We have now followed the object of theſe me- 
moirs through ſome of the changes and chances of 
this mortal life, as well as through ſome of the trials 
and tribulations of the chriſtian life, to his final 
ſettlement as to this world in the refory of St. An- 
drew Wardrobe, and St. Ann's, Blackfriars. Nor 
were the leadings of Providence leſs wonderful in this 


* See Memoir of the late Rev, William Romaine, in the Evan- 
gelical Magazine for November 1795, Þ. 449- 


circumſtance 
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circumſtance of his life, than they had been in moſt 
of the preceding ones. The right of preſentation 
to this living 1s veſted in the crown and in the pa- 
riſhioners. alternately. Mr. Romaine's predeceflor 
_ was Mr. Henley, a nephew of the then lord chancellor 
Henley. He enjoyed this preferment only about 
ſix years and a half, and died young of a putrid 
fever, in conſequence of viſiting one of his pariſhion- 
ers in that diſorder. He was a man of an excellent 
ſpirit, and of great piety, and promiſed to be very 
uſeful in the church ; but it pleaſed God to remove 
him, and to incline the hearts of ſome in the pariſh, 
. upon his deceaſe, to propoſe Mr. Romaine as his 
ſucceſſor. This was done without Mr. Romaine's 
knowledge or conſent : the firſt intimation which 
he received of it was from a newſpaper, which he 
took up by accident, when upon a journey. His 
friends, who firſt ſtarted the idea of nominating him 
as a candidate for the living, entertained little or no 
hopes of ſucceſs ; but, upon ſounding their fellow- 
pariſhioners, they found that at leaſt two tairds of 
them were in his favour. In order to check their 
progreſs, a rumour was ſpread that he was above 
foliciting their votes and intereſt. But upon the day 
being fixed for each candidate to preach his proba- 
tion ſermon, Mr. Romaine was appriſed of it, came 
z1mmediately to London, and made his appearance 
among them. The day appointed for his preaching 
was the thirtieth of September 1764, upon which 
occaſion many abſented themſelves who had been 

in 
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in the habits of hearing him, leſt they ſhould crowd 
the church, and occupy the ſeats of the inhabitants ; 
and, by giving them offence, throw obſtacles in the 
way of his cle&tion. The ſermon, which he preach- 
ed upon this occaſion, does him infinite honour as a 
chriſtian preacher, and an honeſt man. It contains 
the truth, the whole truth, and nothing but the 
truth, as it is in Jeſus, with a very plain and ſcloſe 
application of it to each particular hearer. He 
thought fit to aſſign his reaſons in it for not having 
behaved towards them in the common way of ſolicit- 
ing their favour. © Some have inſinuated that it was 
from pride that I would not go about the pariſh from 
houſe to houſe, canvaſſing for votes; but truly it 
was another motive. I could not fee how this could 
promote the glory of God. How can it be for the 
honour of Jeſus, that his minifters, who have re- 
nounced fame, and riches, and eaſe, ſhould be moſt 
anx10us and earneſt in the purſuit of thoſe very things 
which they have renounced ? Surely this would be 
getting into a worldly ſpirit, as much as the ſpirit of 
parliamenteering. And as this method of canvaſſing 
can not be for Jeſus's ſake, ſo neither 1s it for our 
| honour : it is far beneath our funCtion : nor 1s 1t for 
your profit. What good 1s it to your ſouls? what 
compliment to your underſtandings ? what advan- 
tage to you in any ſhape, to be directed and applied 
to by every perſon, with whom you have any con- 
nexion, or on whom you have any dependence? Is 
not this depriving you of the freedom of yaur. 

choice ? 
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choice? Determined by theſe motives, when my 
friends of their own accord put me up as a candi- 
date, - to whom I have to this hour made no appli- 
cation, direftly or indirectly, I left you to your- 
ſelves. If you chooſe me, I deſire to be your ſervant 
for Jeſus's ſake; and if you do not, the will of the 
Lord be done.” , 

This ſermon operated greatly in his favour ; it 
was well received by the pariſhioners, and publiſhed 
at their requeſt. "aorhw. | 

There were two other candidates for the living 
beſides himſelf, and a ſcrutiny was demanded in fa- 
vour of each at the cloſe of the firſt day's poll. This 
{crutiny was entered into, but produced no deciſion, 
the proper qualifications not being ſettled which 
entitled an inhabitant to vote at the elettion of a 
rector. A ſecond eleEtion was agreed upon by the 
friends of the ſeveral candidates, which ended in 
favour of Mr. Romaine, who had. a great majority 
of votes, and was declared duly elected. Bur this 
did not ſatisfy the other candidates ; each put in his 
claim, and the buſineſs was transferred into the 
court of chancery. It continued there for more 
than a year, and, in the end of January or beginning 
_ of February 1766, a decree was given by lord chan- 
cellor Henley in favour of Mr. Romaine. He was 
inſtituted and inducted accordingly, but was ob- 
ſerved to tremble much during the whole ceremony 
of his admiſſion, His feelings have been expreſſed 
by himſelf in a letter” which he wrote upon the de- 

ciſion 
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cifion in chancery. © My friends are rejoicing all 
b. around me, and wiſhing me that joy which I cannot 
F- take. It is my Maſter's will, and I ſubmit. He 
1 knows: what is beſt both for his own/glory, and his 
iN people's good ; and I am certain he makes no miſ- 
takes in either of theſe points. But my head hangs 
' down upon the occaſion, through the awful appre- 

henfions which I ever had of the cure of ſouls, I 
am frightened to think of watching over two or three 
thouſand, when it is work enough to watch over 
one. The plague of my own heart- almoſt wearies 
me to death; what can I do with ſo vaſt a num» 
ber ?”. 

Such were the methods by which he obtained the 
living of Blackfriars, and ſuch the views with which 
he entered upon it. His aims were directed to the 
glory of God, the profit of his pariſhioners, and 
the edification of the church in general, They can- 
not be better repreſented than they have been by 
himſelf in two letters kindly communicated by a re- t 
ſpectable clergyman, to whom he gave a title for Y 
orders the year after his admiffion to the church of j 
Blackfriars. As theſe letters are not to make a part 
of the printed colleEtion, they are here reſcued from V 
oblivion ;- and fuch parts of them produced, as ex- 
preſs the writer's ideas of his own ſituation, as well 
as of the duties incumbent upon a perſon who is 
offering himſelf a candidate for holy orders. The 
expreſſions alluded to are the following—<© In this 
whole affair I have defired ſimply to follow what was 
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Fight, and to aim at the divine glory ; and if I know 
my own heart, (which is not eaſily known) my eye 
1s fingle in your coming to me. I defire' your good, 
and not mine own ; your being with me may be the 
means of much edification to- your own foul, and 
may tend greatly to your furure uſefulneſs. I would 
have'my church a nurſery, where fuch as you may 
grow, till you are fit to be planted out, and when fit, 
I would not keep you a day, but rather uſe my in- 
tereſt 'to provide ſome preferment for you. This 
is my plan, my title, and my'pulpit, and what T have 
in conſequence of the Lord's ſending me to Black- 
friars. I have them for the Lord, and I beg grace 
of him' that I may employ them ſo as ſhall be moſt 
for his glory, 1 ſhall receive you or this footing 
when' you come. May the Lord the Spirit unite 
your heart to me as mine is to you, and may we be 
taught of God to love one another. 

I hope you will not forget me in your addreſſes 
to the throne of grace; and if I may give my ad- 
vice, it is needful for you at preſent to be much in 
prayer for theſe graces. 

Firſt, for the right knowledge of yourſelf—your 


vileneſs. 
Secondly, for the right knowledge of 19" 


glory. 

\ Thirdly, for a ſingle eye to his glory in your 
taking upon you to be his miniſter and ſervant in 
holy things. Fourthly, for a love to ſouls ; ' when 
you know much of his love in ſaving your ſoul, that 

will 


4 ta 


. will make you labour much for Jeſus, in trying to 
1 ſet forward the ſalvation of others. And, laſtly, 
; | | you ſhould beg of God, and be always begging as 
is long as you live, for an entire dependance upon the 
Wh: Lord to bleſs you in his work. - We toil all night 
Wy and day, and'catch nothing, ti]l the Lord bleſs the 
; f goſpel net. The Lord bleſs 'it in you and 7 "oy 
* fo prays your real friend and ſervant, 
4 | | LYOW :: 
# | E: | $364 Winona RoMarnE.”.. 


Janes, Ange 4, 1767, 


dy. - 
++ . 


> This we —nileman expected to have been. or- 
dained upon- Trinity Sunday, but was diſappointed, 
He gained by this loſs a ſecond letter from his 
friend Mr. Romaine, equally expreſſive with the 
firſt of his views of the chriſtian miniſtry, 7" 


" © Dear Mr. 


IT was not without good reaſon that the Lord 
would not ſuffer you to be ordained laſt Trinity. 
He had much to teach you in theſe months, and I 
hope you have been a good ſcholar. He wanted to 
teach you your abſolute unfitneſs for the work of 
the miniſtry, and thereby to bring you to an entire 
dependance upon him. You cannot love the work, 
nor be ſucceſsful in it, nor, upon ſucceeding, o1Ve 
Him all the glory; but through his grace. He laid 
you by a little to make you more perfeCt in this 
ellos. It is very hard to learn, for I am ſtill at it 

every 


Q mm © © mw a 


Ls 


( 6 ) 

every day, and get but little ground. Self, proud 
ſelf is ſuch a dull ſcholar, and has ſuch a bad me- 
mory, that though I am ſatisfied to-day Chriſt muſt 
do all for_ me, and all zz me, and all &y me too, 
yet I ſoon forget, and ſoon want to be ſomething 
in the work myſelf ; but I do know, and, bleſſed be 
the name of Jeſus, I do experience that his grace 
is ſufficient for me; chiefly in the pulling down of 
my pride, and in making me willing to be nothing, 
that Chriſt may be ALL. May he pour out upon 
you and me more of his Spirit, to lay ſelf very low, 
and to exalt the Saviour.” 


- Theſe letters ſpeak for themſelves, being the lan- 
guage of a perſon who. had determined to know 10+ 
thing among lis people, but Jeſus Chriſt and him cru- 
fied. A determination which being generally made 
in the. Spirit, 1s generally purſued with ſteadineſs ; 
at leaſt it was in the inſtance before us unto the end. 
of his life... | | 

He entered upon his living not only in the faith 
and: patience of Jeſus Chriſt, but alſo with a de-. 
cided preference to the church of England, in which 
he was called to preach his name. He therefore. 
adhered to her diſcipline, and explained her doc-_ 
trines, with a view to enforce upon his hearers con- 
formity to both, and a regular continuance 1n her 
communion. In purſuance of this plan, he declared 
his intention of preaching a courſe of ſermons upon 
the thirty-nine articles of religion, and in the proceſs 
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( 6 ) 
of this ſervice he received from his pariſhioners the 
Os petition. 


« To the Rev. William Romaine, Reffor of the united 
Pariſhes of St. Andrew by the Wararobe, and. St. 
Ann, Blackfriars. FRLS 


&« Reverend Sir, 


As you have been pleaſed to intimate an inten- 
tion of preaching a courfe of ſermons upon the 
thirty-nine articles of the 'church of England, and 
have actually proceeded in a manner that has given 
general fatisfaction—We, the churchwardens, pa- 
riſhioners, and inhabitants of the above-mentioned 
pariſhes, whoſe names are hereunto ſubſcribed, re- 
fieting how many chriſtians are unhappily deprived 
of reaping any benefit from them, owing to their 


being confined within the narrow limits of a ſingle 
church, do, for the intereſt of religion in ceneral, 


and for our benefit in particular, join in requeſting 


you (if agreeable to yourſeIf ),to ' print and publiſh' 


the ſame; and we are the more prompted to make 


this requeſt, as we are informed that there is no work 


_ of the kind now extant. 


Fohn Whinn John Edrington. 
Roger Butcher Harman Samler | 
Thomas Hunter, Sen. Richard Smedley 
TFames Hudſon Thomas Hunter, Fun. 
William Slade Ann Roabard 


William 


.. 
- d 
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> WWilllam Trickets- Fobn Wilkinſon 
Fohn Holton Fobn Righton 
Henry Collins Fohn Hore 
 : Jobn Biddle Richard Hudſon 
- Ann Wells _- AM. Ramſey 
. R. Packer  Fobnu Griffiths 
T. Hutchins Of. Olney 
William Cock W. Box 
Henry Adlidge | Tohn Mullis 
William Mountague Samuel Thomas.” 


This petition was found among Mr. Romaine's 
| papers, but the requeſt contained in it was not 
complied with. $66 

Nor was he leſs attentive to the temporal ha 
'to the ſpiritual concerns of his ſituation, He 
found the parſonage houſe wholly unfit for the re- 
fidence of a paſtor, ir having been turned into 
warehouſes, and being wholly out of repair, He 
took down the old premiſes, and built a handſome 
retory-houſe cloſe to the church, for himſelf and his 
poſterity. The church alſo, when he took poſleſ- 
ſion of the living, was ſurrounded with a dead wall, 
and the avenues leading to 1t very narrow. His pa- 
riſhioners, with whom he lived from the firſt in 
peace and harmony, were prevailed upon to repair 
the church, and to erect a gallery at the weſt end of 
it for the accommodation of his numerous, hearers, 
to pull down the high wall that incloſed it, ſo as to 
give it hight and air, and to make all the avenues to 
It wide and commodious ; by which means it 1s be- 


FK come 


—_—— 


(186 
come one of the beſt places of worthip in London. 
Mr. Romaine, who never aſked any favour for him- 
ſelf, but always acknowledged the ſmalleſt, ſolicited 
his frierids that atrended the church to preſent the 
united pariſhes with a token of their gratitude.” Fhis 
requeſt was cheerfully complied with, and the fum 
colleted towards defraying the expences of erefting 


_ the gallery, and other improvements, amounted to 


five hundred pounds, which the pariſhes have hand- 
ſomely acknowledged _ an inſcription over the hag 
door'®, 


Whilſt he ani) the pproniaien of the: 


Lord's houſe, he laboured much to. obtain decenc 
behaviour in thoſe who came there to worſhip. He 
too juſtly complained of that which with all his in-' 
fluence he was ſcarce able to remedy, the diſguſting 
and irreverent cuſtom of coming into chutch during 
the time of fervice—as if confeſſion of fin — the 
praiſes of God in his own pſalms—the _— of his: 


» This Church was repaired RT beautified Anno Dom: : 1774 
at the expenice of the united Pariſhes, and the generous 
contribution of the congregation. 


The Rev. William Romaine, M, A. Rector 


of St, Andrew by the Wardrobe | of St, Ann's Blackfriars 
Charles Griffiths | John Holton | 
Thonias/Cook | John Davis 


' Church-wardens 
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will in his own! word—arid prayers founded upon the 
feriptures, and extraCted from theth,' were a tniere 
fothing : or as 1f we were to aſſemble outſelves to- 
gether for n6 other purpoſe than Juſt"to hear a 
ſermon. Whatever excuſes may be tnade for ſuch 
condutt upon # week'tay, none catt'be made for it 
upon the Lord's day; the great buſineſs of which is 
_ bis public worſhip,” and of courſe our gathering to 
gether in places where he has choſen to put hts name. 

If our place of reſidence is at x diſtance froth our 
place of worſhip, - we -ſhould a in this caſe as\we 
do in every other; and conſider that the further 'we 
have tov, the ſooner'we ſhould ſet out. If we are 
to g6to market, of oh a journey, or on ahy worldly 
- bufitieſs or pleaſure, we can riſe, 'we can dreſs, we 
can ſet/ out in, time, -and think 'an apology neceſ- 
fary if we are. not punctual: but, 'as to church, 
| ir:ſeems a matter "of perfect indifference, when we 
go,” or whether -we go' there at all, © But why are 
we more diligent in things which are tempora], than 
in thoſe which ate-eternal ? Why do we preſume 
to inſult the Creator, ina way in which we would 
not inſult a fellow-creature? How can we expeCt a 
bleſſing from one part of the ſervice, when we have 
deſpiſed and negle&ed the other? Or indeed how 
can we expect a bleſfing from any part, unleſs we 
have ſeriouſly and devoutly attended the whole ? 

' There is alfo another cuſtom too prevalent in and 
about places of public worſhip, which was peculiarly 
offenſive to Mr. Romaine, and which was often 

ÞF 2 reproved 
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reproved by him;in more ways than one. The ths 
alluded to is that of people's converling together either 


_ in the church, 'or churchyard, in a veſtry, or in a 


board-room,.as ſoon as the. ſervice is oyer., He 
not. only ſpoke againſt ſuch . converſations from the 
pulpit, but. frequently interrupted. them, when he 
came out, by. tapping the ſhoulders! of thoſe , who 
were engaged in them; and once, if not oftener, 
by knocking their heads together, whenhe found them 
particularly cloſe, and whiſpering in their ears, that 
they had forgot the © parable of the ſower.” - He 
himſelf ſtudiouſly avoided every thing of the kind, 
being always-in church ſome time before ſervice be- 


 gan,, and retiring, from it to his. own houſe as ſoon as 


the ſervice was over, without ever ſpeaking a word, 
Except to his: curate, | his clerk,. or: pariſh | officers, 
upon neceſſary buſineſs in the yeſtry. A woman, it 
is faid, once faluted him, as he came down the pulpit 


 Nairs, by telling him, that © he had been greater that 


night than ever.” And he anſwered her by ſaying, 
that © the devil had told him, fo before he left the 
pulpit.” If Mr. Romaine uttered theſe words, he 
took them out of the mouth of the celebrated John 
Bunyan, who is ſuppoſed to have been their original 
author, and to! have uttered . them upon a ſimilar 
occaſion. The zeal of the good woman, which pro- 
voked this faying, feems to have been ſomewhat 
like that of another in the company of our Lord, 
who cried out to him, Blefſed'is the womb that bare 


thee, and the paps which thou haſt ſucked, And the 
anſwer 
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anſwer of the ſervants might have been piven in the 
fpirit of their Maſter, Yea, rather: bleſſed are they 
that hear the word of God and keep it *®, Theſe CEr= 
tainly are the'great ends for which we aſſemble to- 
gether, and were they kept always in view, they would 
regulate our behaviour i in the uſe of ye" means Is whip | 


7 <3 £ . 


lead to them. | 
Mr. Romaine was a great -beneſkQtor to' his pa- 


Tiſhes in another reſpe&t, and that is, as a promoter 
of charity. There was ſeldom'any occaſion of 'diſ- 
treſs on which he did-not call-upon' his hearers to 
contribute to the relief of the ſufferers; and the ſum 
raiſed was generally -proportionate 'to the. motive 
urged, viz. the love of Chriſt :oonftraining Himſelf 
and- thofe that-heard him! * The annual colleQtions 
for the ſchools in the ward, and the 'poor of the pa- 
riſh, made 1n the church, at the: weekly ſacraments, 
which he inſtituted, and after the charity ſermons, 
which he preached, amounted-on an average. to three 
hundred pounds a year. On his firſt coming to.the 
living the pew-openers employed in the church were 
two in number; when he died, they were increaſed to 


 * We cannot but admire the meeknefs and gentleneſs of 
Chriſt, as they were entirely free from that roughneſs and-ſe- 
verity which often cleave to the expreſſions of the beſt chriſ- 
tians, He. does not treat this woman as though ſhe was a meſ- 
ſen ger of Satan, ſent either to flatter orto buffet bim, but adviſes her 
to get -more from his company than a mere tranſient impreſſion, 
which might be ſoon effaced without one" its effeQs in her 

religious condut, * ay 
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( 79 
eight, and each capable of getting; a comfortable 
livelihood from what. was given them by the congre= 
gation, without any aſſiſtance from - the pariſh. 
When the dreadful fire, happened in. Blackfriars in 
the year 1793, by which a number of houſes were 
conſumed. that had a poor family in each tory, Mr. 
Romaine was an eye witneſs to the diſtreſſing ſcene. 
He called upon one 'of his pariſhioners. at ha}f paſt 
three: in. the morning during the time of the fire, and 
again at, nine o'clock, anxious to know what could 
be done for the poor ſufferers. He commiſſioned 
his friend to give\them fomething for their imme- 
diate relief ; and accordingly two guineas were given 
to each fufferer, to. the amount: of about ninety 
guineas in the whole, Mr. Romaine made himſelf 
reſponſible for this ſum, and on the mornings of the 
Sunday and Tueſday following, he pleaded from the 
pulpit for his poor pariſhioners, who had been burnt 
out of their houſes, and loſt their all. The ſum 
raiſed upon this occaſion, added to a donation of 
fifty pounds from his royal highneſs the duke of 
York, amounted . to upwards of three hundred 
pounds, which, together with a colle&tion made by 
the inhabitants of Ludgate-hill, enabled Mr. Ro- 


maine to diſtribute to the poor ſufferers from: ten 


to eighteen pounds a piece, He was no leſs zea- 
lous for every good work which came in his WAY 


| When the clergy were called upon to colle& 1n, 


their. reſpeQive pariſhes for the French emigrants, 
* was not a whit behind the chiefeſt of them in this 
© buſineſs; 
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bufineſs; for which he had the honour of being 
noticed in an anonymous pamphlet; as if to relieve 
the diftreſſes of a papiſt was to encourage the er- 
rors of popery. We may ſurely, and ought to ſe- 
parate the miſtakes from the miſeries of any man; 
not perhaps as cauſes and effeCts, but as to their re- 
ſpective influences upon our minds. 'We may be 
guarded againft the one, without being hardened 
againft the other. We may remember how the 
papiſts perſecuted us in times paſt, but we have pro- 
teſted againſt them to very little purpoſe, unleſs we 
have learned to love our enemies, 10 Bleſs them that 
curſe us, and to pray for them who deſpitefully uſe us and 
Perſecute us. And I cannot but think, that the aſy- 
lum afforded them in this country, in their preſent 
diſtreſs, is to be ranked among the many as of be- 
nevolence which refle& infinite honour upon the 

Engliſh nation. | 
There are many alſo of the public charities which 
have loſt a great friend and benefattor in Mr. Ro- 
maine. None will miſs him more than the Royal 
Humane Society. From a convittion of the uſe- 
fulneſs of this inftitution, he preached a voluntary 
ſermon for them at Blackfriars in the year 1777: 
He obſerved that not only the lives but the ſouls of 
ſome of his pariſhjoners had been ſaved by the means 
of it; that their miraculous recovery made them 
ſerious; that their ſeriouſneſs brought them to 
church ; that the Lord of the church met them there, 
ae Tots them the ſpirit of faith, while they were 
F 4 hearing 


{93 4 
hearing;of his name, Mr. Romaine preached an- 
nually for this ſociety for ſeventeen years, latterly 
at-St. Dunſtan's on the Sunday after his courſe of 
lJeEtures' was ended, and his ſermon generally pro- 
duced thirty pounds, beſides two or three new an» 
 Nual ſubſcribers *. 

\ There 1s alſo another pious ;nſticution which has 
reaſon to regret in him the loſs of a valuable friend, 
an inſtitution known by the name of the Bible S9- 
ciety, for the purpoſe of diſtributing bibles amongſt 
his majeſty's forces both by ſea and land. Much 
good has been done by it, and Mr. Romaine had it 
-much at heart; he preached for it jn his own and 
other churches in London, and in different places in 
the country during his ſummer excurſions, by which 
means he was a great benefactor to it every year. I am 
ſorry to hear that it has been on the decline, and in- 
volved in debt; but it is to be hoped that God will 
raiſe up advocates to plead its cauſe, and that there 
will be a revival of ſo good a work, at a time, when 
we not only want ſoldiers and ſailors, but when we 
want them to fight in the cauſe of God and.truth, 
againſt the moſt daring ſpirit of error and innova- 
tion that was ever yet in the world. 

The life of Mr. Romaine upon earth was the 


* Theſe anecdotes were communicated by Dr. Hawes, re- 
giſter of the humane ſociety, wiſhing them to be made public, 
and thinking very juſtly, that it refleis no ſmall honour upon 
an inflitution which he has fo much at heart, to have had its cauſe 
pleaded by ſo good a man as Mr. Romaine, 
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courſe of a man-who purſued the even tenor of his way 
in the ſervice of Chriſt, and in the miniſtry of the 
church of England. Ir had little or no concern with 
the-men, the politics, or the faſhions of this preſenr 
evil world; it had therefore no great variety as to 
its outward appearances among men, except in his 
removals from one ſituation to another, till he was 
eſtabliſhed firſt in the leftureſhip of St. Dunſtan's, 
and afterwards in the living of Blackfriars. Theſe 
were the theatres in which he a&ed- his part, and 
exerted his talents to the glory of God, and the 
good of men. His time then was' moſt regularly 
diſpoſed of. ' He reſided in London, or near it, from 
the :commencement of the law term in Novem- 
| ber, / until the: long: vacation after Trinity term, 
when he generally ſet out upon a ſummer excurſion, 
which was always into the north as long as his mo- 
ther lived, and afterwards chiefly into the weſt of 
England; where he had many friends, who were 
always refreſhed by his-company, and many churches 
open to him, which were always benefited by his 
preaching. He ſeldom paſſed a ſilent ſabbath, and 
never by his own inclination, being defirous, as he 
expreſſed it, to ſay a word for his Maſter in every 
place. His bible was his companion both 1n travel 
and at home, and regularly read through every 
year. He lived more with God than with men, 
and in order to know his real hiſtory, or. the: beſt 
part of it, it would be requiſite to know what paſſed 
between God and his own foul. Much of this has 
been 
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been brought to light in his «< Life, Walk, and Tri- 
umph of Faith ;” :and more. will appear in | his 


' private letters, which are now colleQing for the 


public view, and which are to be received as the ef- 
fuſions of 2. good man, full of faith and the Holy Ghoſt, 
and as a little hiſtory of heayen upon earth, | 
- He was a man naturally cloſe and reſerved, irn+ 
table to a certain degree, fhort and quick in his re- 
plies, but frequently miſtaken as being rude and mo-' 
roſe, where. he meant nothing of the kind. Had 
he paid more' attention than he did to the various 
diſtrefſes of ſou] and body, which were brought be- 
fore him, he could have had no time left for regd- 
ing, for meditation, for done, for prayer, and, 
in ſhort, for what every man muſt attend to in pri- 
yate, who would be uſeful in public. It was' not 


 vacommon for him to tell thoſe ' who came to him 


with cafes of confcience, - and queſtions of ſpiritual 
concern, that he ſaid all *that -he had to fay in the 
pulpit. Theſe people might be hurt for the mo- 
ment by ſuch a diſmiſfion, but they had only to 
attend upon his preaching the next opportunity, and 
they found that their difficulties had impreſſed him 
as well:as themſelves, that they had been ſubmitted 
to God, and been the ſubjects of his very ſerious and 
affe&tionate conſideration. This circumſtance con» 
tributed much to make his ſermons particularly uſe- 
ful, as they were firſt explanations of the text, and 
then particular and perſonal applications of it to the 
caſe and condition of every hearer. They were, 

>a without 


without appearing to be, ſtudied diſcourſes ; not 
aiming at excellency of ſpeech or wiſdom, but at 
that manifeſtation. of the truth by which he might 
commend himſelf to every man's conſcience in the 
Fight of God. 

Not that he ſhunned converſation in its place 
and ſeaſon, and the mutual intercourſes of a ſteady 
and conſtant friendſhip, which he kept up with 
many for a ſeries of years. In company he was po- 
lite, affable, and inſtructive, without affeCtation ; 
and in domeſtic life, where the tempers of moſt 
men' are tried and difcovered, he had none ſuperior 
to him as a maſter, a father, and a huſband. - So 
that he was a man who improved upon acquaint- 
ance,” and they who knew m beſt were they who 

moſt xeſpeed hja. 

- As @ family man he had his cofarts a his 
trials, Of the. latter none 'more ſevere than the 
loſs of his ſecond ſon, who died ia the Faſt In- 
dies, of which event he received the following ac- 
Font ina lower from his FOmaarv bg officer. 


\& Sin, Ao 


Ir gives: me great concern to be under the diſ- 
agreeable neceſſity of communicating to you a me- 
lancholy event, in which you are nearly intereſted. 
Captain Romaine was ſeized about a fortnight ago 
with a diforder in his bowels, which terminated in 2 
flux. I am ſorry to add that the confequences have 
- beecy fatal ro him. Every attenjion has been paid 
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to his memory which our ſituation permitted. I will 
not add to the diſtreſs which this misfortune muſt 


occaſion, by deſcribing how much he was beloved, 


and how much was expe&ted from him by EY _ 
ſon in the regiment. 


I have the honour to be, 
Sir, 
Your moſt obedient and very 2:4 
wn, faithful ſervant, &c. 


Trincomaley, June 4, 1782. || — 


He received this letter upon a Thurſday, and 


being much affefted with it, was preſſed by Mrs. 


Romaine not to go to St. Dunſtan's that even- 
ing ; but he anſwered, that he muſt not leave his 
Maſter's concerns unattended to on that account, and 

he went and preached as uſual. | 
In nothing was Mr. Romaine more to be admired 
than in the management of his time, His hour of 
breakfaſt was ſix in the morning, of dinner half 
paſt one at noon, and of ſupper ſeven in the even- 
ing. His family were affembled to prayer at nine 
o'clock in the morning, and at the ſame hour at 
night. His particular friends were admitted occa- 
ſionally to his morning ſervice, and found it a moft 
profitable and precious occaſion; for his previous 
meditations had been upon the Lord's word: his 
7 Hebrew 
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Hebrew Pfalter was his conſtant companion atbreak= 
faſt, and he has been often heard to ſay, how much 
his firſt repaſt was /anified by the word of God and 
prayer. From ten o'clock to one, he was generally 
employed in viſiting the ſick and his friends: he 
retired to his ſtudy after dinner, and. ſometimes re- 
ſumed the exerciſe of walking, which he deferred 
till after ſupper, in the height of fummer. After 
the evening ſervice in his family, he retired again to 
his ſtudy, and to his bed at the hour of ten. From 
this mode of living he never deviated, except when 
he was a gueſt in the houſes of his friends, and then 
| he breakfaſted at ſeven, dined at two, and ſupped 
at eight. His adherence to rule in this reſpe&t was 
never more ſtrongly marked than in a circumſtance 
which befel him during the laſt years of his life. He 
was invited by a great dignitary in the church to 
dine with him at five o'clock; he felt reſpect for that 
perſon, and wiſhed to ſhew it; inſtead therefore of 
ſending a written apology, he waited upon him him- 
ſelf, thanked him for his invitation, and , excuſed 
himſelf by pleading his long habits of early hours, 
his great. age and often infirmities, Here way plain 
truth united, as it may be, with poliſhed manners: 
Ut rendered honour to whom honour was due, and it 
ſupported the charatter of a man who walked by 
the ſame rule, who minded the ſame thing, and who. 
lived the life that be now lived in the fleſh by the faith. 

of the Son of Ged. 
Mr. Romaine derived many advantages from this 
regular 
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regular difpoſition of his time : he redeemed it from 
many idle viſits, much vain converſation, and frort\ 
all conformity to the world. His plan of life pre- 
eluded all rheſe things, and great tnuſt have been his 
gain in a pilgrimage of fourſcore years, His chief 
arts of health were 'rule and temperance, and they 
were the means of preſerving ts the end of his days 
the ſoundneſs of his mind, the health of his "tos 
and the proſperity of his ſoul. 

His natural temper, like that of thoft othet peo- 
ple, might have given him plague enough ;' but it 
was fubje& to divine race, and therefore furniſhed 
him with-matter- of praiſe as well as humiliation, In 
his latter years it was fcarce diſcoverable ; and what= 
ever defects of it had appeared in the former parts 
of his life, he was not backward to acknowledge 
then. - One. proof of this may ſupply the place of 
andnyuthe anecdote is anthemic—it may be uſeful 
to many—it can be offenſive to none=-for it refleQs 
ho lictle honour on the parties concerned in it, of 
whom our departed friend was one, and a diſſenting 
miniſter now alive, the other. This miniſter had 
dften attended Mr. Romaine's lectures at St. Dun- 
ftan's, tl hearing ſome very fevere things thrown 
out againſt the diflenters, and which he thought ndt 
juſtifiable, he determined to wait upon Mr. Romaine | 
for an explanation. He did fo accordingly ; ind hay- \ 
Ing made his obſervations and complaints, Mr. Ro- 
maine xeplied, © I do not want to have any thing to 
fay to you; Sir,” —< If you will hear me, Sir,” add- 
TROY" ed 
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ed the other,'* I will tell you my name; I muſt, 
Sir, acquaint you. with my profeſſion, I'am a Pro« 
reſtant Diſſenting! Miniſter,” —< Sir,” faid Mr. Ro# 
maine, ©; I neither wiſh to know your name, 'nor 
your profeſſion.” Upon which Mr. Towle (who 
is the gentleman here alluded to) bowed and took 
his leave. Some time after Mr, Romaine, ' to the 
oreat ſurpriſe; of his. heater -and reprover, returned 
his viſit, and after the uſual ſalutation, —* Well, Mr. 
Towle, I am not come to- renounce my principles, 
I have not changed my ſentiments, -L will not give 
up my preference .to the church of England,: &c:; 
but I 3m come as a. chriſtian to make ſonie apology: 
I think my behaviour to you, Sir, the - other day; 
was not; becoming, nor ſuch as 1t ſhould have been, 
&c,” — They then ſhook hands, and parted good 
friends. The ſubſtance of this relation, when = 
was made to me, I 1nmediately. communicated to 
the ſurviving party concerned in it, requeſting to 
know the - truth of is, with any additional circum- 
ſtances he might recolle&t, as well as his permiſſion 
to make it public. The following is part of hisvery 
handſome anſwer to my letter. © Without any he- 
ſitation, and with the greateſt cheerfulteſs, would I 
inſtantly comply with your requeſt, but really, Sir; 
it is not in my power. I cannot recollect the parti- 
cular circumſtances of the affair you refer to, or the 
_ particular expreſſions uſed by Mr. Rotnaine and my= 
ſelf ia our firſt interview, or afterwards by Mr. Ro« 
maine when he called on me. So far do I remems 
ber 
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ber the ſubſtance of what paſſed both at his'houfe 
and 'mine, that'I am certain the account given in 
your letter contains the general outlines of the whole 
matter.” Although at the cloſe of the laſt conver- 
fation Mr. Romaine and'T 'pofitively difavowed the 
teaft idea of renouncing our reſpeRtive' principles, or 
being indifferent towards then ; united in our ab- 
borrence of that temporizing,: which 'is too faſhion- 
able in our day, each expreſſed a ſincere eſteem for 
the- other, a'triendly intercourſe was kept up be- 
rweer him afid myſelf to the day of his death, and I 
bave not the ſmalleſt ſuſpicion, but that, as long as 
I live, I ſhall remember him with veneration, as an 
eminently conſiſtent and reſpeCable character.” 

-Fhis teſtimony 1s true, and worth a thouſand ſto- 
ries; it neither diſcredits the pen of the ſurvivor, 


nor the:memory of the deceaſed ; nor ought it to be 
withourt- its uſe to the reader. * We are prone 'to 
judge others, - though we can ſeldom do it without 


condemning ourſelves; and if we are partakers with 


one another in faults and infirmities, we ſhall do 


well to be followers of thoſe who have ſhewed a con- 
ſciouſneſs, and made confeſſion of them. — 
' Among other friends. and admirers of Mr. Ro- 


maine, was the unhappy Dr. Dodd. When he be- 
gan'the world he was a zealous fayourer of Hebrew 
learning, and diſtinguiſhed himſelf as a preachers 
From a profeſſed ſimilitude in ſtudies and principles, 
he. cultivated an acquaintance with Mr. Romaine ; 
but when he forſook ſuch companions, : having loved 
| this 


CN. 
+ % 


NY 0 
this preſent world, che told: Mr. Romaine; that he 
ſhould be glad to ſee: him at his' houſe, but hoped 
not to be acknowledged by' him, if they ſhould hap- 
pen to meet in public company. All intercourſe 
therefore ceaſed between them, till the love of the 
world, and the - things that are in it, brought. its 
victim to priſon. At this time a particular friend of 
Dr. Dodd,, who, much to his honour, ſtuck cloſe 
to him in all his. diſgrace! and adverſity, met Mr. 
Romaine in his way from Newgate at the ' bottom 
of the Old; Bailey. Their converſation naturally 
turned upon the unhappy: perſon, whom he had juſt 
left; and, after ufual enquiries, Mr. Romaine ſaid, 
he was ſorry to hear that Dr. Dodd in priſen was 
viſited by light and trifling company. The Doc- 
tor's. friend was. equally ſurpriſed and hurt at the re- 
port: of 'ſuch;.an untruth ; and particularly that it 
ſhould have been carried to one, of whom Dr. Dodd 
had ever expreſſed an: high opinion, and with whom 
in former years he had lived in a degree of intimacy. 
He told Mr. Romaine that indeed he was ſadly miſ- 
informed ; that by himſelf he might fairly eſtimate 
the ſociety of Dr. Dodd's room ; that none reſorted 
thither but they whoſe minds were duly and deeply 
impreſſed like his own; and that even as to others, 
he conceived that the ſurrounding circumſtances of 
horror were ſufficient to preclude all levity and im- 
 pertinence. Mr. Romaine expreſſed himſelf as glad 
to hear this, gave up his authority upon which he 


made his former aſſertions, and promiſed to do all 
(3 in 
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( 82 ) 
in his power to ſet right ſo injurious a buſineſs. He 
then left Dr. Dodd's friend at the door of St. Dun- 


ſtan's, where he was going to Om his evening 
lefture. _ Haney 


Whether his prejudices were removed by this n- 
terview, or whether his pity was excited by the cir- 


cumſtances of the priſoner himſelf, Mr. Romaine 


afterwards viſited him at: his particular requeſt. A 
gentleman 'one day met him there, and wiſhing to 
know his ſentiments, took care to leave Newgato at 


the ſame time; when, walking out together, he 
aſked him, if he, who knew ſo much of the human 
heart, thought poor Dodd a real ſincere penitent. 
Mr. Romaine anſwered, I hope he may be a real 
penitent, but. there is a great difference between /ay- 
ins and feeling, © God be merciful to me a ſinner.” 
This ſaying, as the lady who cortimunicated it juſtly 


| obſerved, deſerves to be written in letters of gold. 


The ſame lady has favoured us with another anec- 
dote of Mr. Romaine, which equally proves his ab- 
horrence of ſin, and his pity for the ſinner. He was 
walking in the ſtreet with a gentleman, when he 
overheard a poor thoughtleſs man ſolemnly calling 
upon Jehovah to damn him for ever to the bottom: 
leſs pit. Mr. Romaine ſtopped, took half-a-crown 
out of his pocket, and faid, « My friend, I will give 
you this, if you will repeat that oath again.” The 
wan ſtarted, and ſaid, © What, Sir, do you think 
I will damn my foul for half-a-crown? Mr. Ro- 
maine mildly replied, * As you did it juſt now for 
nothing, 
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nothing, ' I could not ſuppoſe that you would refuſe 
to do it for a reward.” The poor creature, ſtruck, 
as Mr. Romaine meant he ſhould be, replied, © God 
bleſs and reward you, Sir, wherever you are ; I be- 
lieve you have ſaved my ſoul. I hope I ſhall never 
ſwear again as long as I live.” 

It were to be wiſhed, for the ſake of poſterity, that 
a man, whoſe heart was ſo whole with God, and 
whoſe very ſoul was in the work of Chriſt, had 
kept adiary, or committed more of his thoughts, and 
the occurrences of his life, to writing. But among 
all his papers only one of this ſort has been found ; 
entitled, IPt, an OLD May, and written on the 
day when he attained to the age of threeſcore years 
and ten. . A happier day was never ſpent upon earth, 
Take the deſcription of 1 it in his own words. _ 

* Through the gracious hand of my God I have 
this day arrived at the, age of man. I have there- 
fore. ſet it apart for meditation, prayer, and praiſe. 
May the Holy.Spirit help me to improve it, that.. I 
may ſpend the little of my remaining time with more 
faith and unceaſling gratitude. When I look back, 
I would be all adoration. As a creature I worſhip 
the Creator. Once I was nothing, and He brought 
me into being. O, what diſtinguiſhing. favour to 
make me a rational creature! And as I was a ruined 
man, a ſinner guilty, helpleſs, miſerable! O, what 
ſovereign orace to make me a new man !' who can 
tell (I cannot) how great the love was which pro- 
vided a Saviour for ſuch a rebel! What patience, 
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how 1nfinite ! to ſpare me through childhood; through 
youth, through manhood, when every day, and 


every thing inthe day, were calling aloud for ven- 
geance. I might have been many years ago in hell, 


-and moſt juſtly; and now I adore the long-ſuffering 
of God, which kept me out”'of it. He'had pur- 
poſes of love toward me, which he made known in 
his, own time and way. It was ſovereign love which 
brought me to know myſelf, and to know Jeſus. 
His own Holy Spirit begun and carried on the work. 


"He opened mine eyes to underſtand the ſcriptures. 
'He gave me to believe their truth, and to feel their 
power; and now I ſet my feal to every word in 
them; finding God to be true and faithful, true in 
"the promiſe," faithful in the fulfilment. 


Rec. Chriſt 
— one with him—live by him—live on him—wor- 
ſhip him—do all on earth as well as I can, till he 
[ me to d6 it better i in heaven, © 
In this believing view of things, I dcknavlidh 
*that Thave lived to a blefſed time.” All that is worth 
"enjoying has ' been freely given to me. By 'the 
' quickening grace of the Spirit, brought into one- 
neſs with Jeſus, and to partake of the Father's love 
'in Him, All is* mine. Glory be to Father, Son, 
and Spirit in the higheſt, the covenanting 3ty *. is i 
mine. >Theſe are the proſpeas which faith, looking 


* "The Trinity. Tn this inftance, as well as in mnethir; a few 
lines above, viz. the abbreviation Rec. for receive, I thought it 
beſt to leave the expreſſions as I found them in the original ma- 


nuſcrip kt, 
back, 
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back, opens fo the chriſtian with delight; and there- 
by renders my preſent condition a fubjeCt of praiſe 
and thankfulneſs. My time is almoſt run out, and 
what 1s ſhort 18 now alſo but labour and ſorrow. So 
fays the Oracle. And I feel it. "The infirmities of 
age, the decay of the faculties of mind as well as 
body, conſequently uſefulneſs in one's place and ſta- 
tion dying daily, theſe are always giving warning 
that the houſe made with hands muſt ſoon be taken 
down. It begins to be very troubleſome to keep 
it up. One prop falls after another, and repeats the 
lefſon—You muſt ſoon be turned out. Look after 
the houſe not made with hands, eternal in the hea- 
vens. Bleſſed be God for giving us the earneſt of 
| his Spirit, to enable us to look forward with a pleaſ- 
Ing hope, when mortality ſhall be ſwallowed up of 

life, | 
It is by this ſame faith that God has reconciled 
my heart to his providence. He is my Father, Je- 
ſus my portion, and my exceeding great reward ; 
my God, and my Keeper. It is my privilege that 
he is to manage for me. He knows what is beſt for 
me, and to him I leave it. To be richer or greater, 
in more health, or in more honour, would be no ad- 
dition to my happineſs. I have enough of this 
-world's goods. I am content with my place and ſta- 
tion, and aſk for nothing but more thankfuinels for 
what I have. O what a calm does this bring upon 
my mind! Looking back I can ſee his gracious 
dealings with me in all the events of my lite, And 
G 3 he 
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he has brought me and ſettled me in the very con- 
dition in which I ought to be. What has God 
done ? what has he not done to make me ſatisfied ? 
Indeed I have all the reaſon that ever man had to 
adore' him for his providence, and to bleſs him for 
his dealings with the children of mer. 

This day ſuch are my views of his goodneſs to 
me in the time paſt, both in temporal, and alſo in 
ſpiritual mercies. All is well ; and bleflings on his 
name, the proſpe&t before me, notwithſtanding the 
infirmities of age, is comfortable. The -promiſes 
in the word afford exerciſe for faith, and never ceaſ- 
ing dependence ; not only general promiſes, but al- 
ſo particular, ſuited exactly to my preſent circum- 
ſtances. Our God has made gracious proviſion for 
old age, and has enabled me to make uſe of it, 
that through patience and comfort of the ſcriptures, 
I might now have hope. He has given me a general 
warrant for my ſecurity. - I have committed myſelf 


into his care and keeping; and he has declared, 7 


will never leave thee nor for/ake thee, This is a con- 
tinual cordial, and extends 1ts heart-felt influence 
to the ſpecial promiſes, ſuch as, Iſaiah xIvi. 3, 4. 
This is ſpoken to the whole Iſrael of God, wha have 
not only the life of the body from him, but chiefly 
the life of the ſoul. He creates them anew by the 
Spirit of life in Chriſt Jeſus, He is the Author— 
He is the carrier on—He brings that life to its full 
perie&tion. It 1s every moment ſupported by his 
power, and bleſſed with his paternal affeftion. Age 

may 
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may come, hoary hairs may appear, the vigour of 
the faculties may decay, but his love 1s the ſame. 
He reveals it. He applies it. The old man feels 
it, and he turns/ it into the prayer of faith. O my 
Father, I do hearken- unto Thee ; Thou haſt ſup- 
ported, Thou haſt carried me from my birth to this 
moment; and I doubt not but now 1n mine old age, 
and in my. hoary hairs, Thou wilt {till carry me and 
bear me, until Thou haſt finally delivered me. Amen 
_ believe, Lord, it ſhall be gone unto me accord- 
ing to thy word.” 

The laſt years of his life ſeem to have taken their 
turn from this day. His. hoary head was found in 
the way of righteouſneſs, and it was indeed a crown of 
glory, There appeared to be little but heaven in 
his ſermons, and in his life. He was an example to 
believers in word, in converſation, in charity, in ſpirit, 
in faith, and purity. It has been obſerved to me 
of him, that he was a diamond, rough often, but 
very pointed, and the more he was broken by years, 
the more he appeared to ſhine. There was indeed 
a light upon his countenance, and particularly when 
he preached, which appeared hke the dawn, or the 
faint reſemblance of glory. It one met him by the 
way, and aſked him how he did, his general anſwer 
was, ©* As well as I can be out of heaven.” He 
made this reply a little before his death to a friend 
and acquaintance older than himſelf, and of a diffe- 
rent communion; and then added, © There 1s but 
one central point, in which we mult all meet, Jeſus 
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Chriſt - and ' him crucified.” This: was” the obje& 
' which he kept always in ſight—this the ſubje& which 
- dwelt upon his keart and tongue—the wonderful 

God-man, whom, according; to his-own expreſſions, 
he had taken for body and for' ſoul,” for time and for 

eternicy, his preſent and his everlaſting all, _ 

He has drawn his own charafter when deſcribing 
the © Triumph of Faith” over the infirmities of age, 
'He was a cheerful pleaſant old man. He walked 
in the ſteps of the faith of Abraham, and #rought 
forth more fruit in his age, till he died an old man and 

Full of days, ſatisfied with all that was paſt, all that 
was preſent, and all that was before him. He pur- 
ſued his miniſterial labours, and his ſummer excur- 

fions (which he frequently denominated his ſummer 
and winter campaigns) to the laſt, keeping the field 
as a good ſoldier and ſervant of Jeſus Chriſt, till it 
pleaſed his Maſter to call him to an honourable re- 
treat, and ſoon to give him his final diſcharge. The 
decline of his mortal life was gentle in itſelf, and ra- 

Pid in 1ts progreſs; but ſo protracted, as to enable. 
him to ſhew, that the Lord bis frength was true, and 
that there was 10 unrighteouſneſs in him. T he ſame 

faith, which employed him ſo well and ſo happily 
1n his health and life, was his ſupport in ſickneſs, and 


% 


his joy in diſſolution. i t 
His fatal illneſs attacked him on the ſixth day of a 
June, and put a period to his mortal life on the i 


twenty-ſixth day of July. A ſeaſon of ſeven weeks, 
in which he was exerciled as a patient inſtead of a 
7 | preacher, 


A. o 


"x ﬆ I 
preacher. As the preſence of God had been with 
him 1n one ſtate, ſo it-did not leave him 1n the other. 
'The "laſt ſermon which he preached, was on the 
preceding Thurſday evening at St. Dunſtan's ; it was 
an expoſition of the eighteenth chapter of St. John's 
Goſpel; he remarked to his curate, that he muſt get 
on-as faſt as he could, leſt he ſhould not get through 
the ' Goſpel, as it was his intention to do, before the 
lectures were over. He complained of languor af- 
ter preaching, and returned to Mr. Whitridge's 
houſe at Balaam-hill, beyond Clapham, where he 
was then upon a viſit, His concluding ſermon at 
Blackfriars was on the preceding Tueſday morning, 
from the thirteenth verſe of the hundred and third 
Palm. Like as a father pitieth bis children, ſo the 
Lord pitieth them that fear him, Hg was going 
through the Pſalm, and though he did not preach 
upon the following verſes, he practiſed them in a 
yery remarkable manner, and left his dying teſti- 
mony to the truth of them, For he knoweth our 
frame, be remembereth that we are but duſt. As for 
man, his days are as grafs : as a flower of the field, fo 
he flouriſheth. For the wwind paſſeth over it, and it is 
gone, and the place thereof ſhall know it no more. But the 
mercy of the Lord is from everlaſting to everlaſting, to 
them that fear him : and his righteouſneſs unto chil- 
aren's children. To ſuch as keep his covenant, and to 
thoſe that remember his commandments to do them. The 
mortality of man, and the mercy of Jehovah, here ſo 
patherically deſcribed, met together 1n the perſon of 


Mr. Romaine, and formed a moſt delightful union, 
' The 
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The one releaſed him from all miſery, the other 1n- 
troduced him to all happineſs. But how fad 1s the 
caſe when theſe things are ſeparated ? W hat a wretch 
1s one, ſubje&t to mortality, and not at the ſame time 
an object of the mercy of the Lord ? 

Mr. Romaine, from the moment that he was 
ſeized with his illneſs, conſidered it as his laſt ; and 
though at intervals he had faint ſymptoms of a pros 
bable recovery, yet he never attempted to reſume 


his miniſterial funtions. He ſpoke of himſelf as a 


dying man, but always in the language of one who 
was /{ving and believing in Jtsus. On the morning 
of his ſeizure he came down to breakfaſt at ſix 
o'clock as uſual, preſided in farmly devotion, and 
prayed moſt carneſtly to God, that © He would fit 
them for, and ſupport them in, their trials that day, 
which might be many.” . Such they were to his 
friends, if not to himſelf; for he received his ſum- 
mons 70 depart, and to be <vith Chriſt, He returned 
the ſame day to London, and converſed moſt pro- 
fitably and comfortably in the way, on the approach 
of death, and near proſpect of eternity. © O! how 
animating 1s the view which I now have of death, 
and the hope laid up for me in heaven full of glory 

and immortality ! ? | 
The next day was the ſabbath, and he was ex- 
pected to preach as uſual. The feelings of his con- 
gregation, when he did not appear among them, 
and the painful office, to which his fellow-ſervant in 
the miniſtry was called, when he ſtood up in his 
place and aſſigned the cauſe of his abſence, are more 
caſuy 


by 


a9 


eaſily conceived than deſcribed. Lamentations more 
fincere never were: excited, and prayers more fer- 
vent never aſcended from earth to heaven. 

He continued three weeks in London under me- 
dical advice, and made uſe of the means which his 
phyſician thought fit to preſcribe to him, *« You 
are taking,” ſaid he, © much pains to prop up this 
feeble body ; I thank you for it; it will not do now.” 
His Hebrew Pſalter lay cloſe by him, and out of it 
he frequently read a verſe or two, not being able to 
attend to more. The nature of his diforder was ſuch 
that he could ſpeak but little ; and being once aſked 
if he would ſee ſome of his friends, he replied, © he 
needed no better company than he enjoyed.” The 
Lord his God was with him, and 'fo blefled him with 
faith and patience, that not one fretful or murmur- 
ing word ever eſcaped his lips. 

Soon after he was ſeized, a friend called upon bu- 
ſineſs, and took the opportunity of ſaying, he hop- 
ed he was better, and happy in his views. © Yes,” 
rephed he, © upon that point I have no doubt, for 
I have much of the preſence of Jeſus with me.” He 
ſent a meſſage by this perſon to his curate, being 
unable to converſe with him, to deſire his prayers; 
and that his friends and all the congregation would 
remember him at the throne of grace. This he 
frequently afterwards repeated to his curate. At 
other times .he ſaid, © he had been in the deep 
waters, but had enjoyed much ſupport ; that he 
waited to enter into the courts of the Lord ; that his 
ſoul was athirſt for God, yea even the living God.” 

On 


> _—_ 
- As. — 
4 - 
i > 
- mn nr ne I ALS >. — 
——_ At ters oe 4 _— 


©. ; X I * 
» C 
4 hy - & 4 * «mg Sz a 
ber ED T7 AS RE Ln. EI 


.- 
= i Lo. - 4 
0" var end 


— _ 


—X — 
Fn 


_— 


* —— 4 
a _ FAS 55 600 _ 


_ vn »- - ——_— 
= DS 
=y COS 
—_— ——__» 


r= 
— 

= 
RLS—_— Ow oO 


- a m_ me» _—_ 
—— +  % _— ooo 


_ - 
DI —_” > —— 
EI ——_—_ —_ — 
—_— —_ 


"TW Y 

On the twenty-ſixth day of June he left town, and 
went to'a friend's houſe-at Tottenham, for a fortnight; 
where he was ſo much better, as to be able to walk 
abour' the garden, Upon his return to town, he was 
again" viſited by his curate, and thought to be a 
little revived. He faid, that he had long lain at firſt in 
the' arms of death, and, if recovering, it,was very 


lowly. © But this,” ſays he, © is but: a poor dy- 


mg life at beſt ; however I am in his hands who will 
do the beſt for me,” and added with a peculiar ener- 
oy, © I am ſure of that.” © I have lived to expe- 
rience all I have ſpoken, and all I have written, and 
I bleſs God for it.” After much the ſame expreſ- 
fions he added to another friend, © I have the peace 
of God in my conſcience, and the love of God in my 
heart; and.that you know 1s ſound experience.” — 
And again—*< I knew before the doctrines I preach- 
ed to be truths, but now I experience them to be 
bleſſings.” Thanking another friend for a viſit, he 
faid, that he had come to ſee a ſaved ſinner. This, 


he had often affirmed, ſhould be his dying boaſt, 


and that he deſired to die with the language of the 
publican in his mouth, © God be merciful to me a 
ſinner *,” 

In this frame of mind he continued a few days in 
London, and returned on the thirteenth day of July 
to his friend's at Balaam-hill, where he had been 
originally ſeized. His ſtrength from that time ra- 
pidly decayed. He had frequent ſpaſms at his heart, 
and ſhortneſs of breath, attended with degrees of 


* Ygce Mr, Goode's Funeral Sermon, 


pain 
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pain and convulſion; "but his faith and patience ne- 
ver failed him. He | was frequently ſaying, '*.O 
how good is God!” © What entertainmefits and 
comforts does he give me! What a profpe&t do 
I ſee before. me of glory and immorrtality-! He is 
my God in life, in-death, and throughout eternity,” 
On. the twenty-third day of -July, as he-fat at breaks 
faſt, he ſaid, * It is now near ſixty years ſince 'God 
opened- my mouth to / publiſh the./evertaſting' fuffis | 
ciency and eternal--glory of: the ſalvation:-of Chrift 
Jefus ; and it has- now pleaſed him to ſhut 'my 
mouth, that my' heart might feel' and. experience 
what my mouth'hath {6 often ſpoken.” On'the twen« 
ty-fourth 'day 6f ' July, after - he had been helped 
down ſtairs, he ſaid, © O! how good i is God ! with 
what a night has he favoured me!” requeſting, as 
he had often - done, - that- prayers without ceaſing 
might be made for him, that his faith and patience 
might not fail. He expreſſed exceeding breat kind 
neſs and affeCion for his-partner 'Mrs:;-Romaine, ati@ 
thanking her for all her-care of him, he ſaid, © Come, 
my love, that-I may bleſs you; the Lord be” with 
you a covenant God for ever to ſave and bleſs you.” 
He addreſſed himſelf with the ſame tenderneſs* and 
affeCtion' to his' ſon ;'' of whom alſo he ſpoke much 
and oft during his illneſs, expreſſing his hope of hit 
as a ſon in the faith as well as the fleſh. The lady, 
who was cheriſhing in her houſe ſuch a' dying gueſt, 
upon ſeeing and hearing him bleſs his wife, ſaid, 
« Have you not a blefling for me, Sir?” «© Yes,” 
he ſaid, ©] have; I pray God to bleſs you ;' ' and fo 

he 
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he ſaid to every one that came to him. + On Satur- 
day the twenty-fifth day of July, he was not- down 
ſtairs at all, bur lay upon the couch all day, in great 
weakneſs of body, but ſtrong in faith, giving glory 
to God.—The power of .Chriſt was reſting upon 
him, and keeping:him in the continual exerciſe-of 
prayer and praiſe. This was the laſt day he' ſpenr 
upon earth, and in the cloſe-of it he was thought to 
haye ſaid, © Yea, though I walk through the val- 
ley and ſhadow of death, I will fear no evil, for 
thou art with me.”* About an hour before he died, 
his friend and -hoſt went up -to him, and ſaid, « ] 
hope, my dear Sir, you now find the ſalvation of 
Jeſus Chriſt precious dear and valuable to you.” His 
anſwer was, © He is a precious Saviour to me now.” 
Theſe were the laſt words which he uttered to man. 
To the Lord he ſaid, Holy, Holy, Holy ! Holy 
bleſſed Jeſus, to thee be endleſs praiſe !” And-1n 
the firſt hour of the next day, which was the ſabbath- 
day, he reſigned his ſpirit to God who gave it. 

. So hived and ſo died the Rey. William Romaine. 
-. It was the delign of his ſurviving relations to re- 
ſtore his duſt to the earth with a plain and private 
burial ;. but every intention of this ſort was, prevent- 
ed by the affeftion of his numerous friends, who 


were all importunate to ſhew the laſt reſpeCt to : his 


perſon, - by attending his remains to the grave. On 
Monday the third day 'of Auguſt, 1795, the corpſe 
was removed from Mr. Whitridge's houſe at Ba- 
laam-hill, in order to be interred in the reCtory- 
vault of Blackfriars church. The funeral proceeded 
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at - about. eleven o'clock in the forenoon, and was 
Joined on Clapham-common by.near fifty coaches, 
filled with the lamenting followers of their revered 
and beloved paſtor. It was attended by many more 
on foot, who ſurrounded the hearſe, 'or followed it 
weeping.' By the time that the proceſſion reached 
the Obeliſk in St. - George's Fields, the multitude 
colle&ted was very great indeed; 'but {ilence, ſolem= 
nity, and, decorum, univerſally. prevailed. At the 
foot. of Blackfriars-bridgez the children of the cha- 
rity ſchool, together with the ' pariſh beadles, were 
waiting. to attend, * The city marſhals on horſe- 
back -with their-men, and with black filk- ſcarfs and 
hatbands, rode before the hearſe to the entrance'of 
the church. Theſe had been ordered out by the 
Lord' Mayor, as his token of reſpect to:the memory 
of a man who had ſuſtained ſo great and ſo uſeful 
a character in the city of London. The conſtables 
of the ward alſo attended to ' preſerve order, leſt 
any evil-minded: people ſhould. take advantage of 
ſuch an opportunity/to raiſe a diſturbance; 'but no- 
thing of the kind appeared: there ſeemed to but 
one mind in the vaſt multitude, and bur one impreſ- 
ſion made by the loſs of an able minifer of the New 


Teſtament, and a faithful feward of the we 4 
God. 


Excepting the hace left for the entrance of the 
corpſe and 1ts attendants, the church was previouſly 
filled with people, who were clothed 1n black, and 
were inwardly mourning over their departed miniſter, 
The funeral fervice was performed by the Rev. Mr. 
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Goode to a very numerous and affeQed audience; 
weeping, not for him who was at reſt from his la- 
bours, | but for themſelves and" for their children, 
who had loſt the benefit of them. 
' 'The church was hung | in black, as was alſo the 


| dhiveds at St. Dunſtan's, ;and three funeral ſermons 


preached on the Lord's day following. The ſame 
tokens of love and eſteem were ſhewn in different 
places of worſhip, and the ſame teſtimonies born 
by. different minifters-to the excellencies of a man 
who deſerved ſo well of them all. , He lived and 
died in the-communion of the Engliſh church, and 
in. moſt cordial fellowſhip with all who Jove #he 


 Lozd Jzsvs:Crurisr i ſincerity. >n&d 


There remains to be paid but one tribute FR 
and that is'a monument, which is now. in the hands 
of an eminent” artiſt, by order of his friends, and 
is ſoon'to be ereed in the. church where his body 
is laid. A monument, which will be inſcribed not 
with the-virtues of a ſtateſman or a hero, but with 
the heavenly. virtues of a man whom God called out 
of darkneſs into. his marvellous light, whom He per- 
mitted to ſhine for a ſeaſon in his church upon earth, 
and has now gathered to his people in heaven; 
where they that be wiſe ſhall ſhine as the brightneſs of 
the firmament, and they that turn many to righteouſneſs, 
as the ſtars for ever and ever. 
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1739. Taz Divins Lecatrion of Mosss: demonſtrated 
from his having made expreſs mention of, -and in- 
fiſted ſo mnch on the dodrine of a future ſtate : 
whereby Mr, Warburton's attempt to prove the 
divine legation of Moſes from the omiſfion of a fu- 
ture ſtate is proved' to be abſurd, and deftruftive 

_ of all revelation, a Sermon, preached before the 
Univerſity at St. Mary's in Oxford, March 4, 1739, 
from Mark xii. 24, 25, 26, 27. | 


1741, No JusTIFICATION BY THE Law or NATURE, a 
Sermon, preached before the Lord Mayor at.the 
cathedral church of St. Pan], September 2, from 
Rom. 11. 14, 15. 


1742, FuruRE RewarDs AND PUNISHMENTS proved to be 
the ſanQions of the Moſaic diſpenſation, a ſecond 
Sermon, from Mark xii. 26, 27. preached before 
the Univerſity at St, Mary's in Oxford, December 
6, 1741. 
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1755. An ALarM To a CareLess WorLD, a Diſcourſe 
preached November 30, at St. Dunſtan's in the 
Weſt, from Amos iv. 12. 
1756. Tus DuTY or WaATChrFULNEss ExForcen, in a 1760, 
Diſcourſe preached December 14, 1755, from Matt, 1962, 
XXV, 13, : 


1756, Taz SukE Founvarion, two Diſcourſes preached 
before 


THE REY, WIELEAM, ROMAINE, 


before the Univerſity of Oxford, April 11, in the 
Morning at St. Mary's, and in _the ANETROUn « at 
St. Peter's, from 1 Cor. i, 11. | 


1756... The PARABLE of the Dry = Interpreted in a 
Sermon preached at St. Les, SOULRWArKs Oc- 
--tober 24, from EzeE. XXXVi, 4, 
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1757. A SEASONABLE ANTIDOTE AGAINST POPERY, in a 
Dialogue upon Juſtification, Printed for John 
Palmer, Bookſeller, Wine-ſtreet, Briſtol, 


1759, Twelve SERkMoNs upon Solomon's Song. 


1759, The KnowLEDGE OF SALVATION precious in the 
Hour of Death, a Sermon, preached January 4, 
upon the Death of the Rev. Mr. James Harvey, 
from Luke 11. 29, 30. 


1760. Twelye Discoursts upon the Law and Goſpel. 


1762. Tart BLEssEDNEss oF LIVING AND DYING IN THE 
Loxp, a Sermon, upon the Death of the Rey. Mr. 
Thomas Jones, Chaplain of St. Saviour's, South- , 
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1763, Tas Lirg or Faria, 


1764. A SzrMON, preached at St. Ann's Blackfriars, on 
Sunday September 30, upon his Nomination as a 
Candidate for the ReQory, from 2 Cor. iv. 5. 


1765. The ScareTurar. Doctrine of the Sacrament of 
_ the Lord's Supper briefly ſtated. 


1771. Taz Wark or Fartn. 2 Vols. 
1775. An Exzay on Ps84LMoDY, with a Colle&on out of 
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